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"  I  was  born,  (says  Mr.  D.)  in 
Hopkinton,N.H.Nov.6, 1772.  When 
about  8  years  old,  my  mind  was  se- 
riously impressed.  I  recollect 
that  at  certain  times  I  was  much 
affected  with  preaching.  I  was 
afraid  to  sleep  at  night.  I  knew 
that  I  was  a  sinner,  and  that  I  was 
liable  to  die  in  sleep  and  lose 
my  soul.  I  then  concluded  that 
when  advanced  in  life  I  would 
read  and  pray  and  become  relig- 
ious. My  awful  depravity  and 
stupidity  prevented  my  realizing 
what  it  was  to  be  religious,  or 
that  the  shafts  of  death  were  fly- 
ing thick  in  every  direction. 

After  this,  I  became  thought- 
less and  unconcerned,  and  con- 
tinued to  live  as  though  I  was  ac- 
countable to  none,  till  about  nine- 
teen years  old,  being  remarka- 
bly fond  of  childish  vanities  and 
youthful  amusements.  The  win- 
ter before  I  entertained  a  hope 
that  I  had  obtained  the  pearl  of 
great  price,  I  was  more  than  ever 
captivated  with  scenes  of  carnal 
diversion. 

In  the  town  where  I  resided 
there  was  no  settled  minister. 
In  Dunbarton,  the  town  adjacent, 
the  work  of  the  Lord  began  pow- 
erfully to  prevail.  Young  peo- 
ple went  there  to  attend  meetings 
from  Hopkinton  where  I  then  liv- 
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ed  ;  a  number  of  them  were  pow- 
erfully awakened  and  returned  in 
great  distress.  1  began  to  think 
that  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  at- 
tend to  the  concerns  of  the  soul, 
and  to  change  my  mode  of  life. 
I  had  no  idea  of  the  depravity  of 
my  heart,  of  my  condemned  state, 
or  that  it  was  necessary  to  be 
born  again  in  order  to  salvation. 
I  turned  my  attention  to  the  Bible, 
and  frequented  religious  meet- 
ings. I  soon  began  to  be  anxious 
about  myself,  and  saw  that  I  was 
in  an  evil  case.  So  astonishingly 
great  was  the  pride  of  my  heart, 
that  I  endeavoured  all  in  my  pow- 
er to  disguise  my  feelings,  and  to 
keep  from  the  view  of  all,  by 
whom  1  was  surrounded,  the  state 
of  my  mind. 

When  desirous  of  hearing  re- 
ligious conversation,  I  would,  if 
possible,  get  out  of  the  sight  of 
those,  who  might  be  conversing 
together  on  heavenly  and  divine 
things,  that  I  might  listen  to  the 
observations  which  were  made. 
One  afternoon  I  went  to  attend 
a  lecture  preached  by  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Wood.  When  the  people 
came  out  of  the  meeting  house 
they  collected  in  a  circle  round 
him.  He  began  to  propose  ques- 
tions to  one  and  another  who 
were    under  concern  of  mintf. 
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When  he   came  near  where  I 
stood,   the  idea  was  impressed 
upon  my  mind,  that  if  he  con- 
versed with  me  particularly,  peo- 
ple would  say  I  was  going  to  be- 
come religious,  and  so  I  should 
become  a  subject  of  ridicule.  I 
left   the   circle    and    went  off. 
There  was  an  appointment  for 
religious   exercises   I    think  to 
commence  an  hour  before  sun- 
get,  about  half  a  mile  north  of 
the  meeting  house.    I  set  out  for 
the  place  where  worship  was  to 
be  attended  ;   and  when  I  was 
within  about  forty  rods  of  the 
house,   I    met    a   company  of 
thoughtless,  rude  young  people. 
I  was  so  afraid  that  they  would 
think  and  say  that  I  was  becom- 
ing religious,  that  I  joined  them 
and  went  back.    But  I  couid  not 
live  in  their  company,  anymore 
than  I  could  in  the  fire.    All  my 
past  life  came  in  review  before 
my  mind.    I  had  an  awful  sense 
of  my  guilt  and  danger,  and  that  I 
was  exposed  to  hell  and  ruin.  I 
went  home,  took  my  Bible  and 
retired  to  my  chamber,  and  spent 
the  night  in  attempting  to  read 
and  pray.    I  believe  that  from 
this  time  for  three  months  while 
I  continued  in  great  distress,  the 
idea  was  powerfully  impressed 
upon  my  mind  that  I  deserved  to 
be  damned,  that  it  would  be  per- 
fectly just   in  God  to    cast  mc 
down  to  dwell  where  darkness* 
and  horror  reign.     Life  appear- 
ed to  be  exceedingly  short  ;  it 
Seemed  as  though  there  was  but 
a  step  between  me  and  everlast- 
ing wo.      The  world  had  now 
lost  all  its  charms  ;   a  gloom  was 
cast  over   all  the   objects  and 
scenes  in  the  natural  world.  I 
felt  as  though  I  would  not  move 
my  hand  to  obtain  all  the  prop- 
erty which  could  be  possessed  or 
enjoyed  here.      The  idea  was 
impressed  upon  my  mind  that  I 
must  pray,  or  go  to  hell.  After 
f  had  attempted   this  exercise, 
being  convinced  that  I  had  not 
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prayed  in  faith,  but  that  I  had 
been  mocking  God,  I  felt  more 
criminal,  and  consequently  more 
concerned  than  before  I  made 
the  attempt.  And  still  it  wa» 
thundered  in  my  ears  that  I  must 
pray,  or  be  damned  forever. — 
Thus  I  was  constrained  to  at- 
tempt this  exercise  again  and  a- 
gain  ;  till  at  length  I  felt  as  though 
I  wanted  to  be  the  whole  of  mj 
time  upon  my  knees  at  prayer. 
Night  after  night  I  never  had  my 
clothes  off,  or  went  to  bed.  Mjr 
appetite  for  food  was  taken  a- 
way.  It  was^  a  time  when  fruit 
of  different  kinds  was  very  plen- 
ty. I  had  no  taste  or  relish  for 
any  kind  of  fruit  any  more  than  I 
had  for  the  stones  in  the  streets. 
I  became  incapable  of  attending 
to  any  kind  of  business  ;  and  still 
I  had  a  great  unwillingness  that 
any  one  should  know  what  was 
the  occasion  of  my  distress. 

One  Lord's-day  I  attended  wor- 
ship, when  the  sacrament  was  ad- 
ministered at  evening.  A  num- 
ber of  us  tarried,  who  did  not  be- 
long to  the  church.  It  was  al- 
most sun-set  when  the  people 
left  the  meeting-house.  While 
numbers  were  conversing  upon 
the  green  before  the  house,  I 
had  such  an  awful  sense  of  my 
guilt  and  danger,  that  I  could  not 
refrain  from  weeping,  if  from 
crying  out  aloud.  I  was  in  a 
flood  of  tears.  People  then  sawT 
for  the  first  time,  what  a  situa- 
tion I  was  in.  The  minister 
came  and  conversed  with  me% 
and  gave  me  good  instructions. 
After  which,  kneeling  upon  the 
ground,  he  prayed  with  and  for 
me.  He  then  observed  that  I 
must  retire  home — that  I  twas  in 
the  hand  of  God — that  I  must  re- 
pent or  perish — believe,  or  be 
damned.  Never  after  this,  that 
I  recollect,  did  I  feel  as  though  I 
cared  what  people  either  said  or 
thought  of  me.  The  idea  was 
strongly  impressed  upon  my  mind 
that  1  should  be  miserable  forev- 
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er — that  I  should  soon  be  in  hell. 
I  became  emaciated  almost  to  a 
skeleton.  People  were  greatly 
concerned  about  me,  and  were 
afraid  that  I  should  die.  As  oth- 
ers obtained  relief,  the  thought 
would  from  time* to  time  arise  in 
my  mind,  possibly  God  may  have 
mercy  upon  me.  I  was  laying 
out  different  ways  in  which  I 
should  be  converted  if  I  were 
ever  saved.  Sometimes  I  used 
to  think  that  I  should  see  a  light, 
or  hear  a  voice  from  heaven.  I 
was  tempted  to  commit  some 
great  wickedness,  that  I  might 
have  great  concern  and  power- 
ful conviction. 

One  day  about  noon,  T  took  up 
a  book  upon  sacramental  exer- 
cises, and  retired  into  a  room  by 
myself,  sat  down,  and  began  to 
'read.  In  a  moment,  quick  as 
thought,  my  burden  and  distress 
was  removed  !  The  book  ap- 
peared to  be  full  of  God — full  of 
glory — different  from  any  thing  I 
«ver  saw  before.  The  glory  of 
the  Lord  seemed  to  be  shining 
all  around  me — in  the  heavens, 
and  in  the  earth.  I  saw  people 
at  work  in  the  field,  who  were 
professors  of  religion.  I  won- 
dered, that  they  could  refrain 
from  praising  God  aloud.  I 
thought  that  every  body  felt  just 
as  I  did.  If  they  did  not,  I  was 
persuaded  that  I  could  convince 
them.  I  felt  no  inclination  to 
eat  or  drink,  when  people  were 
going  in  to  get  refreshment.  I 
retired  into  the  orchard,  and  con- 
tinued more  than  two  hours,  joy- 
ful and  happy,  being  constrained 
to  praise  God,  I  had  lost  sight 
of  myself.  It  was  not  a  question 
in  my  mind  whether  I  should 
be  saved  or  lost. 

A  lecture  was  to  be  attended 
that  afternoon  at  the  meeting- 
house. I  set  off  to  go,  just  as  I 
was,  without  shifting  any  of  my 
clothes.  As  I  passed  along  I  o- 
veitook  a  young  man  of  my  ac- 
quaintance.   I  asked  him  if  he 


did  not  feel  thus.  He  said  no,  he 
felt  just  as  he  had  always  felt,  i 
was  perfectly  astonished — could 
not  again  open  my  month,  I 
hasted  along — took  my  seat  in  the 
house  of  God.  About  the  middle 
of  the  exercises  I  opened  the 
book  in  which  I  was  reading 
when  my  mind  was  first  relieved, 
to  see  if  it  would  appear  to  me 
as  it  had  done.  It  did  not  appear 
just  so.  At  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing, I  felt  greatly  afflicted  and 
grieved  to  see  how  stupid  peo- 
ple were.  I  could  not  refrain 
from  tears — was  constrained  to 
weep  abundantly.  The  people 
as  they  went  out  of  the  meeting- 
house stopped  upon  the  green. 
1  had  a  sister  then  underconccrn. 
The  frst  thing  I  knew,  I  was 
talking  to  her  and  others,  urging 
the  importance  of  becoming  re- 
ligious— of  having  an  interest  in 
Christ.  I  continued  three  days 
and  three  nights  joyful  and  hap- 
py as  I  could  be  in  this  world,  be- 
fore I  had  the  most  distant  idea 
that  what  1  had  experienced  was 
a  change  of  heart,  or  that  I  was 
in  a  safe  state.  I  was  constrained 
to  rejoice,  that  the  Lord  God  om- 
nipotent reigned — that  all  intelli- 
gences were  in  his  hands  and  at 
his  disposal.  When  I  came  to 
compare  my  feelings  and  exer- 
cises with  what  1  found  in  the  Bi- 
ble, I  began  to  take  encourage- 
ment to  hope  that  I  was  truly 
converted. 

After  my  mind  was  relieved, 
my  bodily  health  seemed  to  be 
recruited  at  once  and  my  strength 
to  be  restored.  I  was  surrounded 
with  the  agreeables*>f  this  worlds 
and  might  have  reflected  on  en- 
gaging prospects  before  me  j  but. 
1  longed  exceedingly  to  die  and 
be  with  Christ  1  felt  greatly 
concerned  for  sinners — was  con- 
strained to  talk  to  every  one  I 
saw.  For  six  months  1  enjoyed 
a  heaven  upon  earth.  I  scarcely 
knew  what  it  was  to  experience 
doubts  or,  fears,  clouds  or  mists  of 
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darkness.     I  used  to  attend  a 
great  many  meetings, — to  go  to  a 
distance.    I  got  but  little  sleep, 
but  generally  felt  well.  Having 
related   to    one  of  the  church 
members  what  I  thought  the  Lord 
had  wrought  in  me  by  his  grace, 
he  observed,  if  you  have  experi- 
enced what  you  now  relate,  you 
have  important  duties  to  do,  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  my 
going  forward  to  put  myself  un- 
der the  watch  and  care  of  the 
church.     About  that  time  num- 
bers were  going  forward  to  re- 
late their  religious  experience, 
with  a  view  of  publickly  espous- 
ing the  cause  of  Christ.  As  I  neg- 
lected to  improve  that  opportu- 
nity, my  spiritual  comfort  and  res- 
olution were  less,  till  one  Lord's 
day  in  the  meeting-house  at  the 
close  of  public  worship,  I  open- 
ed my  mouth  and  declared  what 
the  Lord  had  done  for  my  soul. 
When  the  time  for  the  sacrament 
to  be  administered  arrived,  there 
were  forty  one  besides  myself, 
forty  two  in  all,  who  were  receiv- 
ed into  the  church.     The  holy 
ordinance  of  the  supper  was  blest 
as  a  means  of  great  good  to  me. 
My  soul  was  filled  with  peace 
and  joy.    It  was  truly  an  inter- 
esting season.    I  could  say  with 
David,  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  bet- 
ter than  a  thousand.    God  gave 
me  great  and  very  earnest  de- 
sires for  the  salvation  of  immor- 
tal souls.     Nothing  I  so  much 
longed  for  as  to  be  useful  in  the 
world.    I  felt  concerned  for  my 
fellow  creatures  whenever  I  saw 
them,    and  was  constrained  to 
speak  to  them  when  walking  the 
streets,  and  to  urge  the  impor- 
tance of  being  reconciled  to  God. 
In  some  instances  when  I  began 
to  converse  with  an  individual  in 
the  road,  others  would  come  a- 
long,  and  people  would  leave 
their  houses,  till  a  very  consider- 
able number  would  be  collected. 
Some  young  persons,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles, 


with  whom  I  had  been  acquaint- 
ed, lay  with  peculiar  weight  upon 
my  mind.  I  set  out  and  travelled 
about  half  the  distance  on  foot, 
and  then  hired  a  horse  and  pro- 
ceeded forward.  When  I  arriv- 
ed at  the  place  of  destination,  the 
young  persons  were  in  bed. 
They  arose — I  conversed  with 
them  on  the  great  things  of  eter- 
nity— they  were  much  affected — 
desired  me  to  pray  with  and  for 
them.  Some  of  the  number  ex- 
perienced no  peace  or  comfort 
till  they  hopefully  found  peace  in 
believing.  My  mind  was  greatly 
exercised  about  preaching  the 
gospel.  A  candidate  then  sup- 
plying the  pulpit  sent  for  me  to 
come  to  his  lodgings, — convers- 
ed with  me  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject— encouraged  me  to  go  for- 
ward— presented  me  with  the 
book  I  should  first  need  to  study, 
and  observed,  if  I  went  forward 
to  obtain  education,  it  should  be 
a  gratuity  ;  otherwise  I  might 
return  it,  or  pay  him  for  it." 

It  will  be  perceived  by  our 
readers  that  the  preceding  ac- 
count of  the  views  and  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Davis  was  recorded 
by  himself.  We  have  no  partic- 
ular knowledge  of  the  immediate 
course  which  he  pursued  after 
the  advice  he  received  from  the 
above  mentioned  young  candi- 
date. We  believe,  however,  that 
he  entered  upon  a  course  of  stud- 
ies, preparatory  to  his  admission 
as  a  student  in  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege." He  was  graduated  at  this 
respectable  Institution  in  1798. 
By  whom,  and  where,  he  was  first 
approbated  to  preach,  we  know 
not.  In  1804,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  work  of  an  Evangelist 
by  the  congregational  ministers, 
forming  "  the  Association  of  the 
Western  District  of  Vermont." 
From  a  document  presented  to 
Mr.  Davis  by  the  scribe  of  that 
Association,  it  appears,  he  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  person- 
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al  piety  and  ministerial  labours. 
It  is  stated  in  this  testimonial 
that  "  The  Association  being  in 
general  personally  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Davis,  and  particularly 
with  his  past  faithful  and  useful 
labours  in  a  number  of  towns  in 
their  vicinity,  after  some  natural 
inquiries,  unanimously  concurred 
to  favour  his  request,  and  voted 
to  proceed  to  the  usual  examina- 
tion. And  having  obtained  good 
satisfaction  with  respect  to  his 
regular  standing  in  the  visible 
church,  and  approbation  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  ;  his  exper- 
imental acquaintance  with  true 
religion — his  religious  sentiments 
— his  literary  and  theological  im- 
provements, and  his  call  in  prov- 
idence to  the  work  of  an  Evange- 
list, they  unanimously  voted  to 
proceed  to  his  ordination.'"  A- 
greeably  to  their  vote  he  was  or- 
dained the  same  day. 

Mr  Davis  remained  in  connex- 
ion with  the  Congregationalists 
till  the  year  1816,  when  he  saw 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  be  immersed 
on  a  profession  of  faith.  Having 
submitted  to  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  agreeably  to  the  usage  of 
apostolic  times,  at  his  request  he 
was  ordained  to  the  work  of  an 
Evangelist  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1816,  at  Lyme,  in  Con- 
necticut. See  Mag.  for  1 8 1 7,  p.  38. 

From  this  period  he  laboured 
in  various  places  with  unwearied 
zeal.  Besides  preaching,  he  us- 
ed all  his  influence  in  procuring 
funds  for  Missionary  and  Educa- 
tion purposes  And  while  he  ex- 
horted others  to  acts  of  benevo- 
lence, he  set  the  example  him- 
self It  is  much  to  the  credit  of 
Mr.  D.  that  notwithstanding  his 
pecuniary  means  were  very  lim- 
ited, yet  he  assisted  several  pious 
young  men  in  obtaining  literary 
advantages — and  devoted  much  of 
his  time  and  property  in  promo- 
ting the  cause  of  I  oreign  Missions. 

A  few  months  before  his  death 
he  wrote  as  follows  to  one  of  the 


Editors.  "  More  than  fifteen 
years  ago  1  paid  over  $100  for 
the  use  of  a  young  man  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  who  was 
looking  forward  to  the  ministry, 
(to  assist)  in  the  improvement  of 
his  mind.  I  have  pai:'  into  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Connecticut  Auxiliary  Society  to 
aid  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  $300.  I  have  collected 
for  the  Seminary  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  about  $500  :  and  to 
Deacon  Loring,  for  the  assistance 
of  young  men  called  to  the  min- 
istry, $56,53  I  really  believe  I 
have  been  instrumental  in  the 
hands  of  God  of  bringing  into  dif- 
ferent churches  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  eight  hundred 
members.  But  Paul  called  him- 
self a  fool  for  boasting.  God  for- 
bid that  I  should  glory,  save  in 
the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

Mr.  D.  was  peculiarly  abstemi- 
ous in  his  manner  of  living:  fre- 
quently depriving  himself  of  his 
regular  meals,  and  sleep.  He 
spent  much  time  in  fasting  and 
prayer.  He  seemed  unusually 
devoted  to  God.  His  health  ap- 
peared to  be  gradually  declining 
for  several  months  before  his 
death.  He  continued,  however, 
to  ride  from  place  to  place  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 
•Four  or  live  weeks  before  his  last 
confinement,  he  called  on  an  old 
acquaintance,  where  it  was  ob- 
served, that  he  appeared  to  la- 
ment a  want  of  that  freedom  of 
access  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
which  he  had  been  usually  fa- 
voured with  for  many  years.  He 
seemed  desirous  of  the  prayers 
of  all  the  people  of  God.  But 
on  his  return  to  the  same  place  a 
few  days  after,  he  appeared  to 
enjoy  the  divine  presence  in  a 
comfortable  degree.  On  being 
asked  by  his  pious  friend,  how 
those  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
which  he  used  to  preach,  now  ap- 
peared to  him  ?  he  replied,  "God's 
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truths ;  I  have  lived  by  them, 
and  I  can  die  by  them.  They 
will  stand  when  heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away.  O  what 
should  I  now  do,  were  it  not  for 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?*'  He  then, 
with  much  emotion,  with  his 
hands  lifted  up,  and  his  eyes  flow- 
ing with  tears,  exclaimed,  ''-Thanks 
be  to  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift.''* 

At  parting  he  said  to  the  fam- 
ily in  a  most  affecting  manner, 
'."  see  that  none  of  you  appear  at 
the  judgment,  on  the  left  hand.1' 
This  worthy  friend  accompanying 
him  some  distance  while  riding, 
he  thus  addressed  him,  u  Do  you 
feel  prepared  to  be  carried  home 
a  corpse  !"  And  then  reaching 
out  his  hand  to  take  leave  of  his 
friend,  he  said,  "  Tell  all  the  dear  ■ 
people  of  God  in  your  region, 
to  live  near  to  God,  then  they 
will  live  comfortably,  and  die 
joyfully." 

About  three  weeks,  before  his 
death,  Mr.  D.  arrived  at  Mrs. 
Howe's,  at  Abington,  but  in  an 
extremely  weak,  emaciated  con- 
dition. He  was  received  and 
treated  by  this  dear  family,  with 
much  christian  affection  and  kind- 
ness. Mrs.  H.  appeared  so  far 
from  considering  it  a  burden  to 
take  care  of  this  devoted  servant 
of  the  Lord,  that  she  said,  that 
she  would  not  on  any  account 
have  been  deprived  of  the  privi- 
lege of  having  him  die  at  her 
house.  The  efficacy  of  divine 
grace  was  most  clearly  displayed 
in  the  death  of  this  good  man. 
During  his  short  confinement,  he 
appeared  to  possess  an  entire  re- 
signation to  the  will  of  God,  and 
to  enjoy  an  unshaken  confidence 
in  the  merits  of  the  Saviour. 

Being  desirous  of  once  more 
commemorating  the  dying  love 
of  Christ,  at  his  particular  re- 
quest, the  Rev.  Mr.  Torrey  of 
Hanson,  with  a  number  of  other 
brethren,  met  on  Lord's  day  eve- 
ning, 13th  of  May,  at  Mrs.  Howe's 
for  this  purpose.    Of  this  inter- 


esting communion  Mr.  Torrey 
gives  the  following  account. 

"  It  was  a  precious  season. 
The  remembrance  of  it  can  nev- 
er be  erased  from  my  mind.  To 
behold  a  saint,  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  face  the  king  of  terrors 
witn  composure—  to  see  such  an 
one,  after  having  borne  the  bur- 
dens and  heat  of  the  day,  longing 
to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  is 
no  uninteresting  sight.  Such  a 
scene  did  the  last  sickness  of  the 
Rev  James  Davis  present.  He 
seemed  to  have  a  deep  sense  of 
the  depravity  of  the  heart,  and 
hoped  for  salvation  only  through 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ.  Soon 
after  I  entered  the  room,  he  said 

to  me,  ifc  Brother  T  ,  you  will 

never  lament  on  your  death-bed, 
that  you  have  been  too  faithful  in 
warning  sinners  of  their  danger. 
You  wiil  never  lament  that  you 
have  been  too  much  engaged  in 
prayer  for  their  salvation."  Af- 
ter speaking  of  the  consolation  he 
derived  from  that  gospel  he  had 
laboured  to  preach  to  perishing 
sinners,  he  said,  *  I  never  in  all 
my  life  had  such  a  sense  of  the 
wretched  condition  of  sinners  as  I 
now  have. — 1  never  was  so  sen- 
sible of  the  awful  error  of  the 
Unitarians  !" 

The  communion  season  was  a 
time  of  refreshing  to  him,  and,  1 
trust,  to  each  of  the  brethren 
present.  After  he  had  received 
the  bread,  he  appeared  much  en- 
gaged in  prayer  and  meditation 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  repeat- 
ed the  95th  Hymn,  2nd  Book  of 
Dr.  Watts  in  a  very  impressive 
manner.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
verses  especially  he  repeated 
with  peculiar  emphasis.  At  his 
request  we  sung  at  the  close,  the 
thirteenth  Hymn,  third  book. 
"How  sweet  and  awful  is  the 
place,  &c."  It  was  indeed  a  heav- 
enly place  in  Christ  Jesus.1' 

On  the  28th  of  May  last,  he 
calmly  resigned  his  spirit  into  the 
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bosom  of  his  God  and  Saviour. 
On  Thursday,  the  3 1st,  his  re- 
mains were  entombed  in  the  fam- 
ily vault,  near  the  house  where 
ke  died. 

Solemn  prayer  was  offered  up 
at  the  house  before  the  corpse 
was  removed,  and  after  the  inter- 
ment,the  procession  moved  to  the 
Congregational  meeting-  house, 
where  a  solemn  and  appropriate 
discourse  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Baldwin,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  his  friend  deceased. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed. 

To  the  above  we  add  the  fol- 
lowing extract,  as  being  highly 
descriptive  of  the  general  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Davis. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE 
REV.  MR.   COJf ANT,  TO  DR.  SAWIN. 

Pembroke,  Aug.  23,  1821. 
Dear  Brother  in  the  Lord, 

At  your  request,  I  state  the  fol- 
lowing, concerning  the  life  of 
Elder  James  Davis. 

The  first  that  I  ever  heard  of 
the  man,  was  by  my  brother 
Gaius  Conant,  who  was  at  that 
time  preaching  as  a  candidate  in 
the  Congregational  society  at 
Carver.  As  near  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, he  observed,  that  he  was  a 
very  religious  singular  man,  and 
that  he  preached  in  a  singular 
manner.  The  first  of  his  preach- 
ing in  the  place,  he  told  his  hear- 
ers, the  Lord  was  coming  into 
the  place  he  believed  by  his 
Spirit,  and  that  they  might  op- 
pose it  if  they  dared,  but  the 
Lord  would  work :  He  wished 
for  a  prayer  meeting  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  morning  ;  and  as 
there  was  one  about  to  address 
the  throne  of  grace,  he  request- 
ed him  to  pray  particularly  for 
the  young  people,  that  they  might 
be  converted.  A  revival  soon 
commenced  in  the  place  ;  a  con- 
siderable number  shared  in  it. 


One  time  as  he  was  on  his  way 
to  Assonet,  he  stepped  into  a 
house  and  gazed  about  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  which  excited  the 
attention  of  those  present.  At 
last  he  remarked  thus,  to  the 
family.  "  You  have  a  very  nice 
house,  it  is  almost  too  good  to 
pray  in,  is  it  not  ?  There  never 
was  any  prayer  in  it,  was  there  ?" 
and  ihen  bid  them  good  bye  :  the 
family  began  to  think  what  the 
stranger  meant ;  they  recollect- 
ed also  that  there  never  had  been 
a  prayer  in  their  house.  This  ap- 
peared to  be  the  means  of  their 
awakening;  they  sent  for  him  to 
come  and  attend  a  meeting  at 
their  house,  and  it  soon  became 
a  house  of  prayer. 

The  second  time  that  I  saw- 
Mr.  D.  was  in  the  town  of  Sand- 
wich, where  I  was  then  teaching 
a  school.  His  first  sermon  there 
was  from  these  words,  Prepare  to 
meet  thy  God. 

A  number  received  impressions 
at  this  meeting,  that  abide  to  this 
day;  a  great  revival  soon  com- 
menced, which  spread  into  Barn- 
stable and  Falmouth.  The  years 
following,  1810  and  1311,  I  at- 
tended a  great  number  of  meet- 
ings with  him,  on  the  Cape  and 
on  Martha's  Vineyard.  There 
were  greater  revivals  of  religion 
in  those  places  at  this  time  than 
had  ever  been  known  in  them 
before.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  great 
instrument  in  the  hand  of  God  in 
effecting  this  work.  When  he 
went  into  a  place,  he  would 
preach  if  asked  ;  and  before  he 
pronounced  the  blessing,  he 
would  ask  if  any  one  wished  for 
him  to  appoint  a  prayer-meeting 
at  their  house,  the  next  morning 
at  the  rising  of  the  sun  ;  if  any  o- 
pened  their  doors,  he  would  give 
out  the  appointment.  These 
morning  prayer-meetings  were 
often  very  solemn  and  interest- 
ing ;  sometimes  they  would  con- 
tinue the  greater  part  of  the 
forenoon.      Bv  the  time  these 
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morning  prayer-meetings  came 
to  a  close,  some  one  would  wish 
him  to  appoint  a  meeting  at  their 
house,  to  preach  in  the  evening. 
After  this  manner,  meetings  have 
continued  for  weeks  together, 
where  there  has  been  any  consid- 
erable attention  to  religion  in  a 
place. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw 
a  more  devotional  man.  I  have 
lodged  with  him  a  number  of 
nights,  when  he  has  spent  most 
of  the  night  in  prayer  ;  for  hours 
I  have  known  him  to  stand  with 
his  face  toward  the  wall  of  the 
room,  in  the  posture  of  secret 
prayer. 

A  lawyer  once  slept  with  him, 
who  said  in  the  morning,  he  was 
unwilling  to  lay  with  such  a  man, 
for  he  believed  he  had  been 
praying  for  him  all  night.  The 
lawyer,  however,  soon  after  ob- 
tained a  hope  in  the  pardoning 
mercy  of  God.  Mr.  Davis  spent 
several  nights  at  a  physician's 
house  in  Barnstable.  The  phy- 
sician told  me  that  he  believed 
Mr.  Davis  spent  whole  nights  in 
prayer,  for  when  they  went  up 
to  make  his  bed,  they  perceived 
that  no  person  had  slept  in  it. 

I  visited  him  in  his  last  sick- 
ness, and  after  shaking  hands  with 
me  as  usual,  he  made  a  little 
pause,  and  then  took  hold  of  my 
hand  again  and  said,  «  dear  broth- 


er Conant,  I  am  glad  to  see  you. 
I  have  got  almost  home,  but  I  am 
not  sorry  that  I  have  preached 
the  gospel,  that  I  have  warned 
the  righteous  and  wicked,  that  I 
have  encountered  difficulties  for 
the  cause  of  Christ  ;  nor  for  the 
sacrifices  that  I  have  made  for 
God."  He  told  me  in  the  first  of 
his  sickness  he  was  in  darkness, 
but  he  believed  that  his  prayers 
had  been  answered  :  he  said  he 
had  been  desirous  to  have  the 
Lord's  supper  administered  to 
him,  for  he  had  often  found,  that 
in  that  ordinance  he  had  obtained 
a  blessing.  He  observed  that  he 
mentioned  to  you  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  having  the  Lord's  sup- 
per administered  to  him,  but  did 
not  know  how  it  could  be  effect- 
ed, until  you  pointed  out  the  way. 
He  said,  ever  after  brother  Tor- 
rey  was  there  and  administered 
the  ordinance,'  he  had  enjoyed 
his  mind  much  better,  and  said 
he  was  now  willing  to  go.  I  ask- 
ed him,  Have  you  no  fears  of 
death  ?  He  replied,  "  I  cannot 
say  that  I  have  any  at  all."  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  princi- 
pal source  of  his  comfort.  He 
said  that  the  Lord  reigned,  and 
would  do  all  his  pleasure.  I 
think  1  never  saw  any  christian 
appear  to  enjoy  more  of  the  di- 
vine presence  in  his  last  sick- 
ness than  brother  Davis." 


Beltgtous  Communications. 


ON  THE  DANGER  OF  DISSIMULATION  IN  RELIGION. 


It  is  well  observed  by  one  of 
the  greatest  christian  Poets,  that 
the  world  is  all  «  Title  Page." 
Its  promises  infinitely  exceed  its 
contents,  and  the  brilliancy  of  its 
display  results  in  the  gloom  of 
disappointment.  In  the  beauti- 
ful allegorical  moral  of  Cebes 


the  pupil  of  Socrates,  is  a  striking 
representation  of  the  views  en- 
tertained even  by  the  heathen, 
of  human  deceit.  That  fine  em- 
blematic picture  shews  the  en- 
trance into  life  closely  guarded 
by  a  female  form,  denominated 
Deceit.     No  sooner  is  anv  one 
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ushered  into  the  circle,  than  he 
receives  a  copious  dose  from  the 
hand  of  this  vigilant  spy,  and 
hence  derives  the  elements  of  all 
that  moral  pollution  and  excess 
to  which  so  many  rush  with  un- 
stayed rapidity  A  heart  prone 
to  dissemble  is  the  fruitful  source 
of  our  guilt  and  misery.  The 
deceptions  which  we  too  readily 
practise  upon  ourselves  and  oth- 
ers usually  give  rise  to  that  im- 
penitency  of  heart,  than  which 
nothing  is  more  deplorable.  We 
lay  our  account  with  finding  the 
world  filled  with  false  images 
and  empty  shadows  hunting 
shades.  Here  we  expect  to  en- 
counter many  who  fill  their  bor- 
rowed part  without  compunction, 
and  glide  in  all  the  smoothness  of 
duplicity  over  this  transient  scene. 
But  there  is  one  place  to  which 
we  have  a  right  to  look  for  dis- 
tinguished exceptions  to  this  law 
of  nature's  treachery  and  defec- 
tion. There  is  one  society  with- 
in whose  sacred  enclosure  we 
might  be  surprised  ever  to  hear 
the  voice  of  dissimulation.  There 
is  one  class  of  people  in  which 
we  should  confidently  expect  to 
find  the  strenuous  asserters  of 
simplicity,  and  godly  sincerity. 
Even  here,  however,  we  often 
have  to  lament  the  want  of  that 
open,  transparent  deportment, 
which  Christianity  requires,  and 
which  the  honesty  demanded  in 
all  who  transact  the  interests  of 
eternity,  would  authorize  us  to 
expect.  We  do  not  now  speak 
of  open  and  deliberate  hypocrisy, 
nor  of  the  grosser  forms  of  de- 
ception, but  we  chiefly  intend 
|  that  modification  of  these  vices, 
which  may  comport  with  general 
soundness  of  principle,  but  is  not 
consistent  with  integrity  of  con- 
duct. 

When  therefore  we  make  men- 
tion of  dissimulation,  we  mean  all 
that  excess  of  religious  appear- 
ance in  the  conduct,  beyond  the 
existing    state    of    the  heart. 

vol.  in.  v  27 


There  should  ever  be  a  corres- 
pondence betwixt  the  actions  of 
our  christian  life,  and  the  springs 
of  those  actions.  If  the  tree  is 
to  be  known  by  its  fruits,  then 
the  fruits  should  form  the  most 
certain  index  to  the  quality  of 
the  tree  ;  and  if  our  appearances 
should  be  better  than  our  reali- 
ties, we  are  deceived  ourselves, 
and  impose  a  like  mistake  upon 
others.  Were  we  as  exact  in 
the  regulation  of  our  hearts 
which  have  God  for  their  ob- 
server, as  we  are  in  directing  our 
conduct  which  has  men  for  ob- 
servers, a  different  conversation 
would  be  exhibited  to  God  and 
men.  Our  behaviour  would  as- 
sume an  easy  and  spontaneous 
complexion,  and  all  constraint 
and  servility  would  be  banished. 
In  such  a  case  we  should  never 
be  driven  to  the  painful  effort  of 
making  up  by  affectation,  that 
which  was  wanting  in  grace  ;  we 
should  not  incur  the  risk  of  build- 
ing a  house  without  a  foundation, 
or  of  establishing  a  name  for  pie- 
ty, without  the  principle.  Dis- 
simulation, when  once  admitted, 
has  an  imperceptible  growth.  It 
is  a  habit  which  receives  strength 
from  every  exercise,  and  grows 
rapidly  with  moderate  indul- 
gence. However  small  in  its 
early  operations,  it  soon  spreads 
itself  far  and  wide,  and  though 
timid  in  its  first  approaches,  may 
speedily  acquire  a  boldness  a- 
larming  to  conscience  and  truth. 
It  is  a  cheap  and  easy  method  of 
attaining  a  temporary  credit  for 
religion  ;  and  such  is  the  weak- 
ness of  nature,  that  the  suffrages 
of  men,  and  especially  of  those 
whom  we  deem  competent  judg- 
es, may  have  a  surprising  influ- 
ence in  reconciling  us  to  a  state 
which  we  must  secretly  know  is 
radically  bad.  It  is  an  accommo- 
dating mode  of  escaping  censure 
and  animadversion  ;  for  whatever 
may  be  the  declension  of  our 
heart  from  the  doctrines  of  right- 
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eousness,  yet  if  we  can  save  our- 
selves the  public  scandal  of  a  vis- 
ible departure  from  the  right 
way,  by  continuing  to  deal  with 
uniform  diligence  and  success  in 
external  sanctity,  we  shall  be  the 
less  liable  to  contract  any  discon- 
tent with  our  hearts'  backsliding. 
Another  cause  of  the  evil  in  ques- 
tion, may  be  traced  to  the  erro- 
neous views  which  many  form  of 
divine  subjects.  They  recog- 
nize the  solemnities  attached  to 
holy  things,  are  sensible  that 
these  solemnities  are  abhorrent 
from  all  levity  and  indifference, 
and  that  those  who  engage  in  ob- 
serving them  should  possess  a 
gravity  of  demeanor,  and  a  ve- 
hemence of  zeal,  suited  to  the 
vital  interest  of  such  subjects. 
Their  discernment  is  acute 
enough  to  perceive  that  the 
shadow  of  remissness  hanging 
over  such  momentous  themes 
would  be  unseemly  and  reprehen- 
sible. When,  therefore,  their 
feelings  happen  not  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  spiritual  cir- 
cumstances, they  are  apt  to  ex- 
ert a  mechanical  energy,  to  make 
their  services  decorous,  and  to 
express,  not  what  they  really 
feel,  but  what  they  know  the 
proprieties  of  their  profession  in- 
volve. Others  entertain  mis- 
taken notions  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
bodily  exercise.  They  persuade 
themselves  that  certain  doleful 
inflections  of  the  voice,  a  plain- 
tive cadence  and  mournful  artic- 
ulation, are  considerable  parts  of 
religion.  Their  manner  is  ac- 
cordingly regulated  by  these 
considerations,  and  a  stranger  to 
their  customary  mode  would  be 
apt  to  suppose,  from  the  lugu- 
brious echo  which  resounds  from 
them,  that  their  hearts  were  un- 
der an  affecting  influence  of  the 
truths  which  they  utter,  whilst  it 
was  only  their  habit  of  perform- 
ing a  solemn  duty.  Probably 
some  may  regard  it  as  a  part  of 
the  oratorical  art  in  their  address- 


es to  others,  to  assume  an  air  of 
much  earnestness  and  zeal. 
They  consider  the  maxim  of  the 
Poet,  lawful 

"Si  vis  me  flere  (iolendum  est  primum  ipsi  tibi." 

And  though  not  deeply  engag- 
ed in  the  subject  before  them, 
they  think  it  proper  to  convey  to 
others  a  very  different  impres- 
sion. Hence  they  often  give 
loose  reins  to  their  extrava- 
gance. They  drive  furiously  on 
in  defiance  of  decency  and  sense. 
They  rush  against  all  order  and 
prudence,  and  seem  willing  to 
set  the  world  in  a  blaze  by  the 
fires  of  their  impetuous  rhetoric 
Should  they  succeed  in  produc- 
ing the  intended  conflagration,  it 
will  not  be  without  its  uses.  As 
the  fires  kindled  by  the  foolish 
temerity  of  Apollo's  offspring, 
were  of  service  to  give  light  to 
the  world  in  the  absence  of  the 
sun,  so  this  strange  fire  may  af- 
ford its  measure  of  light  in  the 
absence  of  reason  and  religion ; 
but  as  the  combustion  of  townsr 
cities,  rivers,  mountains,  and  the 
earth  itself,  was  a  very  serious 
expense  at  which  to  procure 
light,  so  it  must  be  a  very  costly 
method  to  cast  a  religious  excite- 
ment over  a  multitude  at  the  ex- 
pense of  sincerity  and  truth. 

There  is  a  dissimulation  which 
is  merely  professional.  An  office, 
whether  civil  or  religious,  must 
have  its  distinct  requirements. 
It  attaches  to  itself  a  circle  of  ap- 
propriate duties,  and  includes  ma- 
ny decencies,  which,  though  not 
essential  to  the  existence  of  the 
office,  yet  make  up  the  chief  or- 
nament of  its  execution.  The 
most  sacred  and  important  of  all 
offices  is  the  ministerial  function. 
This  contains  a  weight  and  grav- 
ity, under  the  influence  of 
which,  the  most  exemplary  must 
feel  an  inward  dread  of  their  in- 
sufficiency. The  incumbents  of 
such  an  office  are  aware,  that  an 
unremitting  effort  is  required  to 
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fill  the  parts  of  their  sacred  prov- 
ince, and  that  the  minor  obliqui- 
ties which  would  be  tolerated 
in  others,  would  render  them 
insupportable  and  disgusting. 
When  called  upon,  therefore,  to 
discharge  their  trust  in  any  of  its 
details,  they  at  once  conceive  the 
propriety  of  pitching  the  tone  of 
their  ministrations  as  high  as  the 
official  standard  From  this  they 
unavoidably  contract  a  habit  of 
artificial  severity,  pathos,  or  af- 
fection ;  and  whatever  may  be 
their  variations  of  feeling,  they 
contrive  to  officiate  in  a  uniform 
strain  of  solemnity.  Is  there  not 
reason  to  fear  that  too  many  min- 
isters err  upon  this  point  ?  How 
often  have  we  heard  from  these 
creatures  of  spurious  vehemence 
a  dry  vociferation,  clamour  with- 
out affection,  and  denunciations 
without  sj'mpathy  ! 

Without  any  departure  from 
correct  discrimination,  we  may 
advert  to  a  dissimulation  which  is 
constitutional.  The  style  of  a 
performance  often  receives  its 
character  from  the  physical 
structure  of  the  mind.  With 
some  there  is  a  natural  warmth  and 
energy  which  pervade  all  their 
acts.  Whatever  they  do,  they 
do  with  all  their  might.  Ardent 
and  enterprizing,  bold  and  decid- 
ed in  their  determinations,  they 
disdain  all  the  tardy  steps  of  ir- 
resolute projectors.  They  usu- 
ally act  under  the  first  impres- 
sion, and  press  with  unabating 
zeal  towards  their  object. 
Others,  of  a  disposition  more  pli- 
able, yield  with  a  ready  flexibili- 
ty to  all  the  tender  passions,  and 
melt  into  the  softness  of  an  ami- 
able sensibility.  May  not  the 
mode  of  public  performance  be 
much  influenced  by  these  consti- 
tutional peculiarities  ?  And  may 
not  the  subjects  of  these  physical 
diversities  of  disposition  fall  into 
the  mistake  of  regarding  their 
natural  vehemence  as  the  zeal 
required  by  the  gospel,  and  may 


not  those  who  have  a  soft  and 
tender  conformation  of  spirit,  be 
often  deceived  into  the  idea,  that 
theirs  is  the  genuine  affection  of 
the  gospel,  when,  probably,  they 
have  been  only  following  some 
original  impulse  of  nature  ? 

The  disposition  in  question  is 
sometimes  found  to  be  occasional. 
It  operates  only  at  certain  times, 
and  upon  particular  occasions. 
Thus  have  we  often  remarked, 
when  some  have  been  required 
to  engage  in  performing  the  duty 
of  prayer,  that  they  have  sudden- 
ly changed  their  whole  manner, 
and  have  assumed  an  air  of  stiff- 
ness and  affectation,  n  thing  of 
which  could  be  perceived  in  their 
ordina^  conversation.  They 
have  appeared  to  think  that  in 
addressing  God,  they  should  lay 
aside  the  simplicity  of  their  char- 
acter, and  form  for  themselves  a 
mode  of  utterance,  full  of  an  ar- 
tificial sanctity  ;  as  if  he  could  be 
more  pleased  with  duplicity  than 
with  sincerity,  and  had  enjoined 
them  whenever  they  came  to  ap- 
pear before  Him,  to  bring,  at 
least,  a  strenuous  form  of  exter- 
nal piety,  and  to  make  up,  by  the 
vehemence  of  bodily  gesture, 
that  which  is  wanting  in  the  tem- 
per of  the  heart.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  repulsive  in  the  services 
of  religion,  than  this  sanctimoni- 
ous, whining  formality  of  duty.  It 
will  be  obvious  to  any  one,  upon 
a  little  reflection,  that  a  native 
language  is  easy  and  artless,  and 
flows  with  a  clear  and  uncon- 
strained delivery,  whilst  in  one 
who  has  acquired  it  by  applica- 
tion, there  will  always  be  a  visible 
awkwardness  and  reserve.  The 
child  who  is  much  accustomed  to 
think  upon  the  inheritance  to  be 
received  from  his  father,  will  ac- 
quire a  natural  and  unaffected, 
method  in  speaking  of  his  expect- 
ed possessions,  however  splen- 
did they  may  be  ;  but  a  stranger 
to  the  expectation  of  such  opu- 
lence, in  speaking  of  a  probablo 
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accession  to  wealth  and  distinc- 
tion, would  employ  a  turgid, 
swollen  strain,  suitable  to  the 
uncertainty  of  his  claims,  and  the 
remoteness  of  his  origin.  \  pe- 
tition dictated  by  true  filial  affec- 
tion, will  be  free  from  the  me- 
chanical constraint  which  we 
here  condemn.  It  will  naturally 
assume  a  decent  and  solemn  air, 
and  will  flow  out  in  the  effusions 
of  an  honest  heart.  It  will  reject 
all  those  elaborate  forms  of  imag- 
inary devotion,  which  art  has  de- 
vised to  confer  a  specious  char- 
acter upon  a  lukewarm  religion, 
and  will  cultivate  expressions 
suited  to  the  worship  of  a  prayer- 
hearing  God. 

Nor  let  it  surprise  us  to  be  in- 
formed, that  there  is  a  conscien- 
tious dissimulation.  Too  many 
give  currency  to  the  very  error 
which  we  are  now  combating-, 
upon  sincere  spruples  of  con- 
science. They  think  that  their 
borrowed  manner  savours  of  so- 
lemnity, and  that  it  would  be  a 
deviation  from  propriety,  to  per- 
form a  public  service  of  religion 
in  a  way  that  is  natural  and  unaf- 
fected. Hence  they  even  con- 
tend for  their  factitious  gravity, 
and  adduce  arguments  to  justify 
to  themselves  and  others,  the  as- 
sumption of  a  peculiar  manner 
in  every  religious  performance. 
From  this  we  derive  another 
proof  that  we  may  be  conscien- 
tious in  error  as  well  as  in  truth, 
and  that  no  sincerity  in  supporting 
error  will  excuse  its  retention,  in 
defiance  of  the  clearest  light,  and 
most  convincing  evidence. 

But  perhaps  some  will  think, 
that  the  small  shades  of  infirmity 
which  we  have  marked,  are  of  a 
character  so  unavoidable,  as  to 
be  venial,  and  that  our  distinc- 
tions and  censures  are  too  mi- 
nute and  severe.  A  little  atten- 
tion to  the  magnitude  of  the  e- 
vils  against  which  it  is  our  de- 
sire to  awaken  caution,  will 
speedily  relieve  us  from  the  sus- 


picion of  needless  refinement  and 
particularity :  For  the  class  of 
specious  errors  which  we  would 
expose,  draws  off  the  heart  from 
God,  and  the  lively  satisfaction  of 
communion  with  him.  Let  any 
one  find  it  easy  to  keep  up  the 
semblance  of  piety  by  the  plausi- 
ble address  of  an  external  habit, 
let  him  be  occasionally  affected, 
not  with  the  stupendous  objects 
which  faith  exhibits,  but  with  the 
dexterous  contrivances  of  a  su- 
perficial seriousness,  and  how 
soon  will  he  sink  into  the  delu- 
sion of  substituting  the  mere 
skeleton  of  his  frames  and  feel- 
ings in  place  of  the  sanctifying 
influences  of  the  divine  Spirit  ! 
Self-complacency  gradually  in- 
sinuates itself  into  his  heart,  he 
acquires  a  growing  security  and 
indifference,  the  rigorous  process 
of  self-examination  is  suffered  to 
fall  into  desuetude,  and  by  an  ea- 
sy descent,  he  glides  down  into 
an  apathy  of  soul,  as  disastrous  to 
his  own  interest,  as  it  is  afflictive 
to  the  cause  of  piety. 

It  is  important  to  have  a  cor- 
rect standard,  when  we  attempt 
to  judge  the  merits  of  a  claim. 
The  profession  of  religion  is  a 
declaration  made  to  the  world, 
that  we  are  inwardly  moved  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  to  renounce  all 
sin  and  folly,  and  to  devote  our 
lives  to  the  worship  of  God. 
The  merits  of  this  profession  can 
only  be  known  by  its  visible  re- 
sults ;  but  should  these  results  be 
adulterated  with  the  mixtures  of 
an  affected  sanctity,  who  can  ev- 
er have  confidence  in  a  judgment 
formed  upon  a  standard  so  fluctu- 
ating and  fallacious  ?  What  is  it 
to  have  one  thing  in  the  heart, 
and  another  on  the  tongue,  but 
to  create  an  excess  in  appearan- 
ces above  principles  ?  If  our  out- 
ward habits  were  obliged  to  be- 
come the  certain  criterion  of  our 
inward  frame,  with  what  care 
should  we  be  impelled  to  regu- 
late all  the  movements  of  that 
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frame  !  With  what  vigilance 
would  every  emotion  be  observ- 
ed !  With  what  a  strenuous  re- 
sistance should  we  oppose  every 
tendency  to  evil  !  What  an  ab- 
solute negative  should  we  impose 
on  all  the  solicitations  of  the 
tempter  !  But  so  long  as  this 
criterion  does  not  exist,  our  roam- 
ing hearts  may  pursue  their  gay 
delusions,  pride  may  inflate,  en- 
vy may  rankle,  ambition  may 
rage,  covetousness  may  disquiet, 
and  yet  a  tranquil  exterior  may 
cover  all  the  asperities  of  this 
heart,  ruffled  by  a  thousand  de- 
sires, foreign  to  the  spirit  of  god- 
liness. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  all 
allowed  evil  is  progressive.  That 
which  is  now  scarcely  percepti- 
ble, will  soon  grow  into  a  magni- 
tude sufficiently  alarming.  The 
shades  of  dissimulation  will  soon 
assume  the  darker  hue  of  hypoc- 
risy. The  deception  which  orig- 
inated in  the  manner  of  duty,  will 
soon  extend  itself  to  the  sub- 
stance, a  callous  state  of  heart 
will  ensue,  the  conscience,  be- 
fore tender  and  susceptible,  will 
slumber  on  beds  of  roses  and 
myrtle,  the  quiescence  of  an  ap- 
proaching death  will  promise  a 
treacherous  calm,  and  an  im- 
pending gloom  will  obscure  the 
brighter  visions  of  hope.  Let 
every  reader  of  these  remarks 
examine  his  own  heart,  and  in- 
quire whether  or  not  he  has  fal- 
len into  the  errors  which  have 
been  exhibited. 

A  DISSERTATION  ON  THE  ORDINATION 
OF  DEACONS. 

When  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
ascended  up  on  high  he  led  cap- 
tivity captive,  and  received  gifts 
for  men. 

These  gifts,  which  have  been 
graciously    bestowed    on  the 


church  from  time  to  time,  are 
thus  enumerated  by  Paul,  1  Cor. 
xii  28,  "  And  God  hath  set  some 
in  the  church,  first  apostles ; 
secondarily,  prophets  ;  thirdly, 
teachers  ;  after  that,  miracles  ; 
then  gifts  of  healing,  helps,  gov- 
ernments, diversities  of  tongues. 

To  ascertain  the  distinction  be- 
tween these  offices  in  the  chris- 
tian church,  and  the  precise 
nature,  extent,  and  benefits  of 
each,  cannot  be  considered  by 
any  judicious  christian  as  an 
object  of  minor  importance  : 
For  the  harmony,  peace  and 
prosperity  of  a  church  of  Christ, 
essentially  depend  upon  every 
member's  knowing  distinctly  his 
his  own  place  ;  moving  regular- 
ly in  his  own  sphere,  and  acting 
well  his  own  part 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  "helps'*  mentioned  in  the  pas- 
sage just  quoted,  are  deacons  It 
is  certain  that  their  office  is  very 
helpful  to  both  pastor  and  church. 
On  the  manner  of  inducting  them 
into  their  office,  a  diversity 
of  opinion  exists  in  the  christian 
world,  and  even  in  our  own  de- 
nomination. Some  of  our  breth- 
ren are  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
more  is  requisite,  than  for  a 
church  to  make  a  selection  of 
suitable  men  for  the  office ;  and 
others  are  fully  of  the  opinion 
that  these  men  should  not  only 
be  selected  by  the  church,  but 
that  they  should  receive  ordina- 
tion by  the  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel. And  as  there  is  a  diversity 
of  sentiments,  so  of  practice  a- 
mong  us. 

It  seems  desirable  that  a  uni- 
formity of  sentiment  and  practice 
on  this  subject  should  prevail  in 
our  churches  professing  to  be 
"  of  the  same  faith  and  order.'' 
Especially  is  it  important,  that 
our  views  and  conduct  on  church 
building  should  resemble  the  pat- 
tern given  us  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. "  To  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony ;   if   they   agree  not: 
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with  these,  it  is  because  there  is 
no  light  in  them." 

In  this  Dissertation  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  prove  from  the  New 
Testament,  that  those  who  are 
to  sustain  the  office  of  Deacons 
in  a  Church  of  Christ,  ought  to 
be  solemnly  ordained  to  their 
work  by  the  ministers  of  Christ. 

Before  I  proceed,  however, 
to  adduce  arguments  in  sxrpport 
of  this  position,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  qualifications  and 
work  of  deacons  ;  as  it  is  con- 
ceived that  one  reason  which  has 
induced  many  to  neglect  their  or- 
dination is,  they  have  not  a  suf- 
ficiently exalted  opinion  of  their 
character  -  and  work  Their 
qualifications  are  as  particularly 
pointed  out  by  Paul  in  his  epistles 
to  Timothy,  as  are  those  of  a 
bishop.  These  qualifications  are 
described  both  negatively  and 
positively. 

1.  Negatively.  They  must 
not  be  double-tongued.  To  be 
double  tongued  is  to  be  false  and 
deceptive  in  conversation.  This 
is  a  bad  quality  in  any  one,  and  it 
is  peculiarly  so  in  a  deacon,  whose 
office  is  intermedial  between  the 
pastor  and  the  church,  and  who, 
if  he  were  possessed  of  such  a 
mind,  might  say  one  thing  to  the 
pastor  and  another  to  the  church, 
and  thus  produce  jealousy,  dis- 
sension, and  discord. 

They  must  not  be  given  to 
much  wine.  Intemperance,  or  an 
inordinate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  is 
disgraceful  in  any  man,  more  so 
in  a  christian,  and  most  of  all  in 
an  officer  of  the  church  of  Chris*. 
It  impairs  the  faculties,  destroys 
the  health,  allures  to  a  compli- 
ance with  temptations,  and  utter- 
ly unfits  for  usefulness,  all  its  vo- 
taries. 

They  must  not  be  greedy  of 
filthy  lucre.  There  would  be 
several  disadvantages  attending  a 
greediness  of  filthy  lucre  in  those 

who  sustain  the  sacred  office  of 


deacon.  If  a  deacon  were  greedy 
of  filthy  lucre,  instead  of  devis- 
ing means  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity, and  promote  the  felicity 
of  the  church,  he  would  be  per- 
petually occupied  in  projecting 
schemes  of  personal  emolument. 
If  a  deacon  were  greedy  of  filthy 
lucre,  he  would  not  be  willing 
to  devote  that  time  which  is  nec- 
essary suitably  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office.  If  a  deacon 
were  greedy  of  filthy  lucre, 
he  would  have  strong  induce- 
ments to  embezzle  the  prop- 
erty of  the  church,  or  through 
covetousness  to  make  merchan- 
dise of  it,  and  convert  the  profits 
to  his  own  use.  These  are  the 
negative  qualifications  ;  let  us 
now  attend  to  those  which  are, 
2.  Of  a  positive  kind.  They 
must  be  men  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  wisdom.  I  do  not 
mean  that  they  must  possess  the 
miraculous  influences  and  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  these 
were  necessary  in  the  apostolic 
age  when  Christianity  was  to  be 
established,  and  required  in  the 
first  command  given  to  the  church 
in  relation  to  the  selection  of  can- 
didates for  the  office,  but  I  mean 
that  they  must  be  men  of  piety, 
and  full  of  the  ordinary  influences 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit ;  and  they 
need  much  of  that  wisdom  which 
is  from  above,  to  give  a  profitable 
direction  to  their  efforts.  They 
must  hold  the  mystery  of  the 
faith  in  a  pure  conscience.  It 
becomes  them  cordially  to  em- 
brace, and  constantly  to  maintain 
the  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  And 
while  they  earnestly  contend 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,"  they  should  do  it  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  preserve 
u  a  conscience  void  of  offence  to- 
wards God  and  their  fellow  men." 
They  must  also  be  grave  and 
of  honest  report.  Their  speech 
must  be  weighty  and  profitable  ; 
and  such  must  be  their  demean- 
our in  the  world,  as  to  have,  like 


1821.] 


RELIGIOUS  COMMUNICATIONS. 


Jhe  bishop,  "  a  good  report  of 
them  that  are  without." 

Again,  they  must  be  the  hus- 
bands of  one  wife.  This  does 
not  make  it  indispensably  neces- 
sary that  a  deacon  should  be  a 
married  man  ;  but  that  if  married 
he  should  have  but  one  wife. 
Polygamy  was  in  common  prac- 
tice in  the  days  of  the  apostles. 
This  is  simply  a  prohibition  of 
that  practice. 

Once  more.  Deacons  must 
rule  their  children  and  their  own 
houses  well.  They  should  main- 
tain good  family  government,  re- 
straining those  committed  to  their 
charge  from  vice  ;  teaching  them 
the  principles  of  religion  ;  and 
exemplifying  those  principles  in 
a  holy  life  and  conversation. 

Let  us  now  consider  the 
work  which  they  are  to  perform. 
I  would,  in  a  word,  define  the 
work  of  deacons  to  be  the  man- 
agement of  the  temporal  concerns 
of  the  church.  The  Greek  word 
AtxKOM.  applied  to  those  sustain- 
ing the  office  of  deacon,  signifies 
servants.  Those  who  were  first 
appointed  to  this  office,  were  ap- 
pointed to  serve  the  tables  of 
those  Grecian  widows,  who  had 
been  neglected  in  the  daily  min- 
istration or  service. 

Deacons  are  the  stewards  of 
the  property  of  the  church,  and 
should  see  that  suitable  provision 
be  made,  for  the  tables  of  the 
pastors  and  of  the  poor  But 
though  this  be  their  princi- 
pal business,  the  special  object 
of  their  appointment,  it  is  con- 
ceived also  to  be  their  duty,  when 
requested,  to  assist  the  pastor  in 
visiting  the  sick.  "  Is  any  sick 
among  you  ?  says  James,  let  him 
call  for  the  elders  of  the  church, 
(an  appellation  sometimes  given 
to  deacons,  as  will  appear  in  the 
sequel)  and  let  them  pray  over 
him,"  &c. 

If  deacons  would  do  this  more 
generally,  they   would  relieve 


their  pastors  in  many  instances, 
and  be  more  abundantly  useful 
in  the  church  of  God.  Nor  can 
any  one  suppose  that  officers 
whose  characters  are  so  fully  de- 
lineated, whose  peculiar  qualifi- 
cations are  so  distinctly  marked, 
and  whose  work  is  so  important, 
are  too  inferior  to  be  invested 
with  their  office  by  ordination  ? 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  di- 
rect evidence  in  favour  of  the 
position  assumed. 

1.  The  first  evidence  which 
I  shall  adduce  in  favour  of  my 
position,  is,  the  account  of  the 
first  appointment  of  deacons. 
Acts  vi.  1 — 6.  inclusive.  "  And  in 
those  days,  when  the  number  of 
the  disciples  was  multiplied,  there 
arose  a  murmuring  of  the  Gre- 
cians against  the  Hebrews,  be- 
cause their  widows  were  neglect- 
ed in  the  daily  ministration. 
Then  the  twelve  called  the  multi- 
tude of  the  disciples  unto  them, 
and  said,  it  is  not  reason  that  we 
should  leave  the  word  of  God  and 
serve  tables.  Wherefore,  breth- 
ren, look  ye  out  among  you  sev- 
en men  of  honest  report,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,  whom 
we  may  appoint  over  this  busi- 
ness. But  we  will  give  ourselves 
continually  to  prayers  and  the 
ministry  of  the  word.  And  the 
saying  pleased  the  whole  multi- 
tude :  and  they  chose  Stephen,  a 
man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  Philip,  and  Prochorus, 
and  Nicanor,  and  Timon,  and 
Parmenas,  and  Nicolas,  a  prose- 
lyte of  Antioch  :  whom  they  set 
before  the  apostles,  and  when 
they  had  prayed,  they  laid  their 
hands  on  them." 

Here  it  is  obvious  that  the 
church  made  the  selection,  and  the 
apostles  ordained  them.  They 
did  not  lay  their  hands  on  them 
to  communicate  the  Holy  Ghost  ; 
for  persons  were  selected  for  the 
office  who  were  already  "  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost."  It  must,  there- 
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fore,  have  been  to  set  them  apart 
to  their  office.  To  this  evidence 
several  objections  have  been 
made,  which  I  will  now  mention, 
and  endeavour  to  answer. 

1.  'The  persons  mentioned 
in  the  6th  of  Acts,  whom  the  dis- 
ciples were  to  select,  and  the  a- 
postles  to  appoint  or  ordain,  are 
not  called  deacons?  To  this  I 
reply,  that  but  two  kinds  of  offi- 
cers appear  to  have  existed  in 
the  church  in  apostolic  days,  viz. 
bishops  and  deacons.  Hence 
Paul  addresses  the  church  at 
Philippi  thus  :  "  Paul  and  Timo- 
theus,  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ, 
to  all  the  saints  in  Christ  Jesus 
which  are  at  Philippi,  with  the 
bishops  and  deacons."  Hence  the 
qualifications  of  no  other  offices 
are  pointed  out  in  the  New-Testa- 
ment. If  there  were  other  offi- 
cers in  the  christian  church,  why 
are  they  not  mentioned  ?  Why 
have  we  no  account  of  their 
qualifications  ?  Why  is  not  their 
work  specified  ? 

2.  4  Those  who  were  ordained 
by  the  Apostles  possessed  quali- 
fications which  none  at  this  day 
do  possess.'  This  in  some  res- 
pects I  readily  admit.  But  I  ask, 
does  not  this  objection  militate 
with  equal  force  against  the  ordi- 
nation of  ministers  ?<Are  all  apos- 
tles? Are  all  workeis  of  mira- 
cles ?  And  if  they  are  not,  why 
ordain  them  ?  If  the  ordination 
of  deacons  be  rejected  on  the 
ground  of  their  not  possessing1 
miraculous  gifts,  I  see  not  any 
reason  why  the  ordination  of  min- 
isters ought  not,  by  parity  of  rea- 
son, to  be  rejected. 

3.  1  Philip,  who  was  one  of 
those  seven,  preached  and  bap- 
ti  cd,  and  this  is  evidence,  that 
they  had  a  higher  office  than  that 
of  mere  deacons.'  It  is  true  that 
Philip  both  preached  and  baptiz- 
ed, and  it  is  equally  true  that  he 
only  of  the  seven  is  called  an  E- 
vangelist.  Acts  xxi.  8.  "  And 
the  next  day  we  that  were  of 


Paul's  company  departed  and 
came  unto  Cesarea ;  and  we  en- 
tered into  the  house  of  Philip  the 
Evangelist,  (which  was  one  of 
the  seven,)  and  abode  with  him." 
He  performed  these  acts,  there- 
fore, not  by  virtue  of  his  deacon- 
ship,  but  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
as  an  Evangelist,  to  which,  (hav- 
ing used  the  office  of  a  deacon 
well,)  he  had  attained. 

The  2nd  evidence  which  I  shall 
bring  forward  in  support  of  my 
position  is,  Paul  and  Barnabas,  in 
fulfilling  the  work  assigned  them 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  ordained  them 
elders  in  every  city.  It  is  not  at 
all  probable  that  they  ordained  a 
plurality  of  ministers  in  each 
church ;  but  that  they  ordained 
a  bishop  and  deacons. 

Paul  in  his  1st  Epistle  to  Tim. 
v.  17,  says,  u  Let  the  elders  that 
rule  well  be  accounted  worthy  of 
double  honour,  especially  they 
that  labour  in  the  word  and  doc- 
trine." Here  an  obvious  distinc- 
tion is  made  between  those  whd 
are  called  by  the  same  name. 
Some  are  preachers,  some  are 
not ;  and  those  who  are  not,  in 
my  apprehension,   are  deacons. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  proving, 
that  those  who  are  to  sustain  the 
office  of  deacons  in  the  christian 
church,  ought  to  be  solemnly  or- 
dained to  their  work  by  the  min- 
isters of  Christ,  it  is  easy  to  in- 
fer that  many  of  our  churches  are 
negligent  of  duty  in  omitting  to 
have  this  done.  When  the  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  among  us 
in  Associations,  or  in  more  private 
circles,  it  has  generally  been  ac- 
knowledged to  be  scriptural .  to 
have  these  officers  ordained.  If, 
then,  ye  knozv  these  things,  happy 
are  ye  if  ye  do  them.  May  all  our 
brethren  who  are  to  sustain  this 
sacred  office,  be  regularly  induct- 
ed into  it,  feel  its  responsibility, 
and  by  using  "  the  office  of  a  dea- 
con well,  purchase  to  themselves  a 
good  degree,  and  great  boldness  in 
the  faith  which  is  inChrist  Jesus." 

AMATOR  FRIMITIVI  ORD1NIS. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 
The  public  services  connected 
with  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society,  were 
commenced  by  a  sermon  at  Great 
Queen-street  Chapel,  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  June  20,  by  the 
Rev.  T.  S.  Crisp,  one  of  the  tu- 
tors of  the  Bristol  Academy. 

At  nine,  on  Thursday  morning, 
a  considerable  number  of  friends 
to  the  Mission  assembled  at  Ea- 
gle-street Meeting,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uniting  in  prayer  on  its 
behalf 

As  much  interesting  intelli- 
gence, particularly  in  reference 
to  the  progress  of  the  transla- 
tions, had  recently  arrived,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  abbrevi- 
ate the  Report  considerably,  in 
order  that  the  meeting  might  not 
be  protracted  to  an  inconvenient 
length.  The  parts  which  were 
read,  occupied  nearly  an  hour  in 
the  delivery,  and  were  received 
with  great  attention. 

A  statement  cf  accounts  was 
afterwards  read  by  William  Burls, 
Esq.  the  Treasurer,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  the  income  of  the 
Society  had  been  upwards  of 
£13,000,  being  considerably 
more  than  in  any  previous  year 
of  its  existence,  but  that  the  ex- 
penditure had  exceeded  17,000Z. 
leaving  a  balance  of  about  3,500/. 
due  from  the  Society. 

The  first  Resolution  was  mov- 
ed by  the  Rev  T.  S.  Crisp,  in  the 
following  terms  : 

u  In  rising  to  move  that  the  Re- 
port be  printed  and  circulated,  I 
am  sure  1  express  a  feeling  that 
pervades  the  whole  assembly. 
Such  a  meeting  as  this  is  a  meet- 
ing of  sympathy  ;  a  sympathy  of 
souls  alive  to  the  same  object, 
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and  animated  by  the  same  de- 
sires. Our  object  is  to  spread 
the  light  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  of  which  the  Saviour  him- 
self is  the  source  and  the  glory, 
and  our  desire  is,  that  the  diffu- 
sion of  that  gospel  may  be  as 
wide  as  those  wants  which  its 
blessings  alone  can  supply ;  and 
those  evils  which  its  power  alone 
can  overcome.  In  hearing  the 
details  brought  forward  this 
morning,  we  are  all  ready  to  say, 
let  the  Report  which  has  been 
given  be  circulated,  and  in  all 
those  by  whom  it  is  read  may  it 
excite  fresh  and  growing  ardour  ; 
gratitude  for  the  past,  and  this 
united  with  hope  that  the  future 
may  exceed  all  that  has  been 
done  in  the  past ! 

But  there  is  a  still  more  impor- 
tant topic,  in  the  motion  in  my 
hand  than  the  printing  and  circu- 
lating the  Report — I  mean  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit — that 
while  we  should  be  thankful  for 
what  has  been  done,  we  should 
long  to  see  more  and  more  of  the 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
and  while  animated  by  feelings 
which  the  past  excites,  we  should 
be  anxious  that  the  future  may 
open  to  our  view  a  scene  much 
more  verdant  and  fruitful.  We 
ought  to  derive  gratitude  to  God 
from  the  appearances  of  our  own 
Societ}',  and  of  other  Societies, 
whose  exertions  call  on  us  for 
still  greater  zeal.  But  is  this 
gratitude — is  this  zeal  enough  ? 
No,  we  would  say,  we  desire  to 
obtain  more  of  that  of  which  we 
can  never  have  enough.  We 
look  beyond  the  circle  of  Mission- 
ary labours,  and  we  see  exten- 
sive regions  over  which  the  dark- 
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ness  of  moral  death  is  yet  brood- 
ing-, and  through  which  Satan  is 
yet  exerting-  all  his  baneful  influ- 
ence, and  stretching-  over  it  his 
iron  sceptre.  What  are  we  then 
to  hope  for,  to  give  success  to 
our  labours,  but  a  more  abundant 
effusion  of  that  Spirit,  whose 
quickening-  influence  gives  vi- 
tality to  our  exertions,  and  must 
give  vitality  to  those  souls  for 
whose  welfare  we  are  labour- 
ing:; and  if  nothing-  else  should 
arise  from  our  meeting ;  if  it 
should  be  seen  in  our  minds,  and 
through  our  Societies  in  general, 
that  there  is  a  more  strong  and 
growing  conviction  that  we  stand 
in  need  of  Divine  influence  to 
prosper  our  best  endeavours,  and 
that  till  that  Spirit  which  first  mov- 
ed over  the  waters  is  seen  to  go 
abroad,  and  produce  spiritual  life 
in  the  chaos  of  the  moral  world, 
our  exertions  will  be  vain,  our 
meeting  will  prove  a  blessing  to 
ourselves  and  the  world.  The 
Christian  world  will  never  pre- 
sent a  more  interesting  feature, 
and  never  have  a  greater  pledge 
of  success,  than  when  this  ardent 
desire  for  Divine  influence  from 
above  is  seen  in  the  greatest 
force.  We  are  thankful  that 
God  has  promised  to  give  success 
to  the  measures  we  make  use  of : 
but  we  are  to  use  our  efforts. 
To  say  we  are  to  do  nothing, 
would  be  practical  Antinomian- 
ism.  Instead  of  drawing  from  the 
gracious  promises  of  God  an  ar- 
gument for  indolence,  we  would 
draw  a  motive  for  diligence  ;  for 
how  great  is  the  pleasure  to  re- 
flect, that  we  are  workers  to- 
gether with  him,  and  become  fel- 
low-labourers with  God !" 

The  motion  was  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Hughes,  of  Battersea, 
who  spoke  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: 

"  If  I  have  evinced  any  reluc- 
tance to  speak  on  this  occasion, 
most  assuredly  that  reluctance 
has  not  been  produced  by  indis- 


position to  appreciate  our  holy 
and  excellent  cause.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  state  of  feeling 
which  such  a  Report,  as  we  have 
now  heard,  either  finds  or  pro- 
duces, furnishes  at  least  a  partial 
test  of  character.  To  listen  to 
such  a  Report  with  aversion,  is 
to  betray  the  infidel — to  listen  to 
it  without  distinct  and  deep  emo- 
tions, and  those  for  the  most  part 
of  the  most  delightful  kind,  is  to 
show  that  the  temperature  of 
our  piety  approaches  at  least  to 
the  state  of  ancient  Christianity 
in  Laodicea : — but  to  receive 
such  a  Report  with  the  senti- 
ments of  this  motion  in  my  hand, 
is  to  receive  it  with  some  good 
evidence  that  we  ourselves  have 
thrown  our  hearts  into  the  vital 
cause  of  Christianity.  I  believe 
I  should  offer  no  wrong  to  our 
blessed  Saviour,  whom  we  pro- 
fess to  serve,  if  I  pronounce  him 
the  Prince  of  Missionaries ;  a 
Missionary,  who  came  down  to 
this  earth  of  ours,  to  circulate 
those  glad  tidings  which,  where- 
ever  the  heart  receives  them, 
become  its  salvation  and  its  heav- 
en ; — a  Missionary,  whose  views 
of  charity  were  so  large,  that 
they  are  never  to  be  confined  by 
any  limits  upon  earth  ;  and  the 
purposes  of  his  Mission  so  ex- 
tensive, that  they  will  never  be 
completed  till  Jew  and  Gentile, 
Barbarian  and  Scythian,  bond  and 
free,  shall  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord.  What 
was  each  Apostle  but  a  Mission- 
ary, sent  forth  by  the  high  au- 
thority of  Immanuel,  who  com- 
manded them  to  go  forth  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  his  gospel 
to  every  creature  ?  And  surely 
if  that  antichristian  state  of  cor- 
ruption had  not  succeeded  the 
glory  of  the  primitive  age,  we 
should  have  found,  as  Mr.  Ward 
has  expressed  it,  in  his  own 
pious  and  striking  manner,  in 
every  church  the  seeds  and  ele- 
ments of  a  Missionary  Society. 
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Nothing-  can  be  more  expansive 
than  divine  grace  ;  it  never  en- 
ters the  heart  of  an  individual, 
Tbut  it  inspires  the  man  with  the 
noblest  sentiments  for  the  salva- 
tion of  his  fellow-creatures  in  the 
East  and  West,  and  North  and 
South  ;  it  breathes  the  divinest 
sentiments  of  Christian  charity, 
accompanied  with  the  most  anx- 
ious measures  that  the  glorious 
and  spiritual  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  may  comprehend  every  in- 
dividual, every  family,  every 
people  of  every  nation  under 
heaven.  In  later  days  it  should 
seem  that  the  Spirit,  for  whose 
continued  and  augmented  influ- 
ence we  are  directed  to  pray  by 
this  motion,  has  been  poured 
out :  the  lethargy  of  good  men 
has  been  sl'aken  off,  and  where 
can  you  now  find  a  Christian  of 
warm  feelings,  who  does  not  aim 
to  extend,  both  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  to  the  remotest  parts  of 
the  earth,  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ?  As  far  as 
translations  of  the  scriptures  are 
concerned,  I  cannot  but  allude  to 
the  kindness  with  which  they  are 
noticed  by  the  British  and  For- 
eign Bible  Society.  Your  Re- 
port has  mentioned  that  we  have 
received  from  them  in  the  last 
year,  or  rather  in  the  last  few 
months,  the  sum  of  £2000 ,  and 
I  must  say,  that  it  was  voted  with 
a  cordial  unanimity,  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee  of  that  Society, 
which  convinced  me  that  they 
live,  and  move,  and  have  their 
being  in  an  atmosphere  of  Chris- 
tian Catholicism.  1  hope  I  shall 
not  be  considered  as  taking  too 
great  a  liberty  in  stating,  that  at 
two  separate  interviews  which  I 
have  had  with  the  Bishop  of 
Durham,  he  has  expressed  in  the 
most  decided  manner,  the  admi- 
ration with  which  he  views  the 
proceedings  of  this  Society.  I 
mention  this  as  an  additional  mo- 
tivr.  if  an  additional  motive  were 


wanted,  for  extending  our  Chris- 
tian charity  through  the  whole 
nation.*5 

After  expressing  his  astonish- 
ment at  what  had  been  accom- 
plished in  the  work  of  transla- 
tions, Mr.  H.  proceeded. — u  Only 
think  what  was  the  state  of  this 
Empire  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago,  when  it  was  first 
thought  necessary  to  send  pious 
Missionaries  from  hence,  to  the 
natives  of  that  country,  who 
were  bowing  before  the  bloody 
idols  of  superstition  !  They  were 
obliged  to  go  from  hence  to  some 
other  power  to  obtain  a  passage 
to  that  country  ;  but  now,  how 
changed  is  the  scene  !  No  long- 
er have  we  to  go  to  some  north- 
ern power  to  beg  them  to  sup- 
ply a  vessel  by  which  these  ex- 
cellent men  may  be  transmitted  : 
every  facility  which  prudence 
dictates  is  likely  to  be  afforded 
to  them,  by  which  they  may  be 
conveyed  to  that  land  to  pro- 
claim the  knowledge  of  the  Re- 
deemer and  promote  the  salva- 
tion of  the  human  race. 

Allow  me  also  to  express  my 
decided  approbation  of  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  carries  our 
hearts  from  earth  up  to  heaven. 
It  is  our  happiness  to  live  un- 
der a  dispensation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  what  should  we  do 
without  such-  a  sanctifier,  en- 
lightener,  and  comforter  in  the 
absence  of  the  bodily  presence 
of  our  Redeemer?  What  should 
we  do  without  the  guide  of  the 
ancient  church  ?  But,  blessed  be 
God,  that  though  the  heavens 
have  received  the  Saviour,  the 
earth  has  received  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is,  in  my  view, 
the  most  cheering  augury  of  the 
success  of  any  work  to  which 
we  put  our  hands  and  hearts. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  the  spir- 
it of  these  meetings  is  improv- 
ed :  we  have  said  in  effect  by 
our  conduct.  Away  with  emptv 
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compliments  ;  the  colour  and 
complexion  of  them  is  gone,  and 
they  are  withered  flowers  not 
worth  gathering  up.  I  am  glad 
to  see  in  this  and  other  socie- 
ties the  friends  are  now  endeav- 
ouring to  go  straight  forward 
without  encumbering  themselves 
with  any  alloy  of  public  vanity  ; 
and  the  language  already  sug- 
gested seems  to  be  our  motto. 
Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us, 
but  to  thy  name  give  glory  !" 

Rev.  John  Campbkll  of  Kings- 
land  moved  the  second  Resolu- 
tion, expressing  respect  for  Mr. 
Ward,  and  gratitude  for  the  res- 
toration of  his  health.  "I  look, 
Sir,  upon  this  good  man  as  the 
means  of  effecting,  under  God,  to- 
gether with  his  cotemporaries,  a 
new  era  in  the  East  Indies.  Pre- 
vious to  these  brethren  going  to 
India  you  might  have  advertised 
for  twenty  years  for  ten  chris- 
tians residing  in  India,  and  with- 
out success ;  but  now  I  suppose 
there  is  not  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  so  great  a  proportion  of 
the  rich  population  living  and 
acting  and  contributing  so  much 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  souls  of  men.  I 
look  upon  all  this  as  arising  from 
these  Missionaries  ;  you  are  the 
John  the  Baptist  to  India,  and  this 
is  acknowledged  by  all  there.  It 
has  been  the  custom  for  many 
years  for  gentlemen  in  India  to 
come  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
for  the  purpose  of  bracing  their 
nerves,  to  be  able  to  bear  years 
longer  of  residence  in  India.  \1- 
most  the  whole  who  come  are 
men  of  the  highest  rank  in  India  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  are 
all  friendly  to  religion,  and  many 
of  them  feel  anxious  to  attend 
where  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
^is  preached,  and  to  contribute  to 
many  excellent  institutions  in 
Southern  Africa  for  doing  good. 
I  was  pleased  to  hear  from  your 
report  of  the  kind  treatment 
shown  to  your  Missionary  at  St. 
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Helena,  especially  by  that  excel- 
lent clergyman  and  his  lady 
whom  1  visited.  I  must  also 
mention,  that  the  ship,  on  board 
of  which  I  was,  came  from  India, 
and  had  touched  at  St.  Helena  for 
water  and  provisions.  We  had 
service  on  board  morning  and 
evening,  and  there  was  not  a 
person  on  board  from  India  but 
had  a  Bible  ;  not  a  servant  but  had 
a  Bible  ;  nay,  there  was  not  even 
a  sailor  on  board  but  brought  his 
Testament  or  Bible  to  the  deck 
during  public  worship.  1  own, 
in  one  sense,  it  is  dangerous  when 
religion  becomes  fashionable  ; 
but  it  is  a  proof  of  the  value  of  it, 
when  it  becomes  so  generally  es- 
teemed. Perhaps  you  will  think 
it  strange  for  me  to  notice  the 
apostle's  admonition  respecting 
provoking  one  another  to  love 
and  to  good  works  ;  but  in  this 
sense  I  do  think  that  your  Socie- 
ty is  a  very  provoking  Society. 
While  I  have  been  sitting  here  I 
have  felt  quite  provoked  ;•  but  it 
was  to  love  you,  because  God  has 
given  you  so  much  zeal  and  so 
much  success,  and  that  you  act  as 
a  ^pur  to  drive  on  others  in  the 
same  cause.  I  recollect  with 
great  pleasure  that  1  had  a  con- 
siderable hand  in  assisting  our 
dear  brethren,  Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr. 
Sutcliffe,  in  their  visit  to  Edin- 
burgh some  years  ago.  1  believe 
I  was  never  away  from  them,  and 
they  got  900  pounds  in  a  few 
days  ;  and  on  many  other  occa- 
sions this  society  and  others  have 
experienced  the  liberality  of  my 
countrymen  in  the  N"orth."  Mr. 
Campbell  concluded  by  referring 
to  the  statement,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  a  large  sum  was 
owing  by  the  Society. 

Rev.  Dr.  Collyer,  on  second- 
ingthe  motion,  observed,  "  that  he 
was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
testifying  the  very  sincere  re- 
gard he  had  always  borne  to  this 
denomination,  independently  of 
those  exertions  which  they  had 
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made  in  this  cause.  If,  he  con- 
tinued, the  Missionary  spirit  had 
done  nothing  in  the  foreign  world, 
the  good  that  it  has  done  at  home 
is  incalculable  ;  for  in  bringing 
together  Christians  of  various  de- 
nominations to  look  one  another 
in  the  face,  they  have  learned  to 
look  into  each  other's  hearts,  and 
they  have  found  nothing  there,  a- 
midst  all  the  diversity  of  exter- 
nal forms  and  different  opinions, 
but  the  principle  of  love  to  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  producing  cor- 
responding love  to  the  souls  of 
men.  Infidelity  has  said.  You 
send  out  a  few  Missionaries  to  e- 
vangelize  the  world,  but  how  in- 
adequate is  such  a  means  to  the 
purpose  ;  for  supposing  your 
principles  to  be  good,  how  can 
you  expect  to  accomplish  your 
design  without  other  agency  ? 
Now  the  fact  is,  we  have  other 
agency  ;  we  do  not  expect  to  do 
it  ourselves,  and  this  agency  has 
been  recognized,  and  I  trust  .shall 
be  more  and  more  recognized  in 
the  proceedings  of  this  day.  You 
are  not  to  calculate  upon  physic- 
al strength  ;  you  are  not  to  cal- 
culate upon  human  agency  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  which 
may  arise  ;  because  all  those  are 
yielding  before  the  Omnipotent 
Power,  which  promises  that 
every  mountain  shall  be  made 
low,  and  every  valley  shall  be 
exaited.  This  is  the  motto  we 
will  write  on  the  banners  of  all 
our  Missionary  Societies,  and  it 
is  in  vain  for  the  kings  of  the 
earth  and  th*1  rulers  to  set  them- 
selves against  it ;  for  if  they 
were  as  ill  disposed  as  many  of 
them  are  friendly  to  this  cause, 
it  would  be  in  vain  for  them  to 
say,  Let  us  break  their  bands 
and  cast  away  their  cords  from 
us,  for  he  that  sitteth  in  the 
heavens  shall  laugh  them  to 
scorn.  These  are  the  principles 
on  which  you  are  proceeding, 
and  Heaven  nas  set  its  own  broad 
seal  of  success  upon  them.  Your 


Missionaries  have  gone  forth  to 
turn  men  from  darkness  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to 
God ;  they  have  gone  for  this 
purpose,  and  God  has  crowned 
their  labours  with  such  success  that 
they  may  defy  all  opposition.  In 
Seconding  the  motion  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  my  whole  heart  goes 
with  every  word  and  syllable  of 
it." 


SEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BAP- 
TIST IRISH  SOCIETY. 

The  seventh  Anniversary  of  the 
Baptist  Irish  Society  was  held  on 
Friday,  the  22nd  of  June,  at  the 
city  of  London  Tavern.  Upwards 
of  460  persons  breakfasted  at  the 
Tavern,  and  were  seated  in  the 
large  room  before  seven  o'clock. 
When  the  chair  was  taken  by 
William  Burls,  Esq.  the  Treas- 
urer, the  doors  were  thrown 
open,  and  the  room  was  soon 
filled  and  crowded  in  every  part. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Meeting, 
which  continued  until  half-past 
eleven  o'clock,  were  so  gratify- 
ing, that  no  uneasiness  was  ex- 
pressed, and  the  attention  appear- 
ed as  strong  even  at  the  close  of 
the  Meeting  as  when  the  proceed- 
ings commenced.  After  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pritchard  had  prayed,  the 
Report  was  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary ;  the  following  Resolutions 
were  then  proposed,  and  carried 
with  the  most  perfect  unanimity; 
and  the  Meeting  concluded  by 
singing  the  117th  Psalm.  "  From 
ail  that  dwell  below  (he  skies"  £c. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee 
commenced  with  a  brief  retro- 
spect of  the  progress  of  the  So- 
ciety during  the  past  seven  years. 
It  stated  that  the  first  person  em- 
ployed was  "  Mr.  William  More, 
whose  labours  and  travels,  as  a 
reader  and  expounder  of  the  Irish 
Scriptures,  had  been  most  exten- 
sively useful  among  his  country  - 
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men  ;  the  very  commencement  of 
which  was  hailed  by  them  with 
inexpressible  delight.  In  one  of 
the  earliest  communications  of 
Mr.  Moore,  he  mentioned  the 
pleasure  expressed  by  a  very 
old  man,  living  on  an  unfrequent- 
ed mountain,  on  hearing  the  Irish 
Scriptures  read.  With  a  kind  of 
ecstacy,  he  exclaimed  in  Irish, 
'  The  candle  is  now  lighted,  and  I 
hope  it  will  never  be  put  out ;  zs>e 
were  a  long  time  in  darkness.''  It 
is  with  gratitude  to  God,  the 
Father  of  lights,  from  whom 
every  good  gift,  and  every  per- 
fect gift  cometh,  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  report,  that  the  can- 
dle lighted  up  by  this  Society  for 
the  use  of  the  Aborigines  of  Ire- 
land has  not  been  put  out,  but  its 
feeble  light  has  been  preserved 
unextinguished,  amidst  storms  and 
tempests. — Placed,  not  under  a 
bushel,  by  a  timid  and  accommo- 
dating policy  :  but  upon  a  table, 
by  a  frank  and  full  avowal  of  the 
doctrines  of  the,  reformation. 
Thousands  of  those  who  had  been 
sitting  in  darkness  and  the  shad- 
ow of  death,  have  entered  with- 
in the  circle  of  the  Society's  la- 
bours, and  many,  it  is  hoped, 
have  been  called  out  of  the  dark- 
ness of  popery  into  the  marvel- 
lous light  of  the  unadulterated 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Some  extracts  introduced  from 
a  pamphlet  published  in  Ireland 
by  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  that  com- 
munion to  promote  education, 
fully  proved  the  necessity  for 
such  institutions  as  those  which 
are  supported  by  the  Piotestants 
of  this  country.  He  says,  "  It  is 
true  the  Irish  are  taught  to  read 
and  write  when  the  parents  can 
pay  a  teacher  :  this,  however, 
hundreds  oj  thousands  of  them, 
liave  been  at  all  times  unable  to 
do,  and  from  the  alarming  in- 
crease of  poverty,  the  number  of 
there  is  of  late  years  multiplied." 


Rev.  George  Marsden,  'one  of 
the  Treasurers  of  the  VVesleyan 
Missionary  Society.  "  I  feel  a 
pleasure,  Sir,  in  rising  to  bear 
my  humble  testimony  to  the  im- 
portance of  this  institution.  I 
confess  I  had  not  the  smallest  ex- 
pectation of  doing  so  when  I  en- 
tered the  room.  But  I  could  not 
forbear,  when  your  worthy  Sec- 
retary put  the  resolution  into  my 
hand,  to  come  forward  and  say  a 
few  words  to  express  my  opinion 
of  the  importance  of  those  objects 
you  are  seeking  to  accomplish, 
and  of  the  great  benefits  which 
will  flow  from  your  labours. 
Some  time  ago,  I  travelled  thro' 
part  of  Ireland,  and  through  that 
part  of  it  where  popery  puts  on 
its  most  frowning  aspect ;  for  it  is 
a  fact,  that  in  Ireland  popery 
wears  a  darker  hue  than  in  most 
parts  of  Europe  ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  your  Society  has  di- 
rected its  labours  to  the  province 
of  Connaught,  one  of  the  darkest 
in  the  island.  I  heard  there 
some  very  affecting  statements, 
which  prove  the  necessity  of 
preaching  the  gospel,  and  estab- 
lishing schools,  and  of  using  eve- 
ry means  for  the  enlightening 
that  country.  At  Carlow  my 
friends  introduced  me  to  a  young 
man  of  deep  piety,  a  member  of 
our  Society  who  is  training  up  for 
preaching  the  gospel.  They  de- 
sired me  to  converse  with  the 
young  man,  and  to  know  from 
him  how  he  had  been  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 
From  him  I  learned  that  his  fa- 
ther was  a  Catholic,  and  the 
whole  family  were  Catholics ; 
and  that  he  had  been  trained  up 
by  them  for  a  priest.  He  had 
received  a  good  education,  un- 
derstood Latin  and  Greek,  and 
some  other  languages  tolerably 
well  ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  word  of  God.  A  family,  who 
were  about  to  leave  the  village 
where  they  resided,  brought  one 
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day  to  his  father's  house  a  large 
English  Bible,  to  remain  there  a 
few  days  only,  till  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  removing  it ;  the 
Bible  was  carried  up  stairs  and 
there  deposited,  till  one  day  the 
father  said  to  the  youth,  "  Hen- 
ry, go  up  stairs  and  bring  down 
that  Bible/'  The  young  man  re- 
plied, "  I  had  rather  not,  father.'1 
"  Go,1'  said  the  father.  44  I  pray 
you,  excuse  me,"  answered  he. 
The  father  still  urged  it,  and  the 
youth  still  refused  ;  till  at  length 
the  lather  said,  44 1  command  you 
to  bring  down  the  Bible."  He 
did  so.  44  Notv,"  said  the  father, 
44  you  must  read  it."  With  much 
fear  he  read  a  little  that  day,  he 
read  the  next  day  again,  and  so 
continued  to  do,  till  at  length  he 
came  to  that  passage  in  the  Epis- 
tle to  the  Thessalonians,  forbid- 
ding to  marry.  He  started  at  the 
word.  44  Father,"  exclaimed  he, 
44  Is  this  really  the  word  of  God  ? 
Is  this  the  Bible  ?"  44  Yes,'  re- 
plied the  father,  44 1  believe  it 
is."  44  Then,"  said  the  lad, 14  we 
are  all  wrong."  He  now  began 
at  every  opportunity  to  read  the 
Bible  for  himself,  and  the  next 
Sabbath,  instead  of  going  to  mass, 
went  to  the  protestant  place  of 
worship,  and  on  the  following 
Sabbath  went  again.  On  the  suc- 
ceeding morning  the  father  said 
to  him,  44  Henry,  where  were 
you  yesterday  ?"  He  replied,  44 1 
went  to  the  protestant  Chapel." 
The  father's  rage  rose  :  "What," 
said  he,  44  and  do  you  mean  to  go 
thither?"  44  Yes,"  answered  he, 
44 1  do,  for  that  book  you  com- 
manded me  to  read  has  opened 
my  eyes  to  see  the  errors  of  our 
church."  The  father  took  up  a 
large  stick,  with  some  weapon  at 
the  end  of  it,  a  kind  of  dagger. 
With  this  he  struck  at  his  son. 
The  dagger  entered  his  fore- 
head ;  the  mark  is  still  there, 
and  1  believe  will  be  there  as 
long  as  he  lives.  The  blood 
pgured  out ;  but  the  heart  of  the 


father  was  not  softened.  The 
mother  joined  with  the  father, 
and  they  began  both  to  lay  on 
their  child  in  the  most  unmerci- 
ful manner.  He  however  got 
away  from  them,  and  escaped  to 
his  chamber,  and  locked  and  bolt- 
ed the  door.  They  followed 
him,  and  tried  to  open  the  door, 
but  could  not,  as  he  had  fastened 
it  ;  and  the  next  morning  the 
flcor  was  nearly  covered  with 
the  blood  which  had  flowed  from 
his  forehead.  He  went  down 
stairs  ;  but  his  father,  and  a  youth 
who  was  in  the  house,  both  fell 
upon  him.  He  then  escaped  into 
a  small  parlour,  and  finding  that 
his  life  was  in  danger,  he  threw 
up  the  sash,  and  without  hat  or 
coat  got  away  to  the  house  of  a 
protestant  in  the  village.  I  ask- 
ed him  why  he  had  shewn  so 
much  reluctance  to  read  the  Bi- 
ble ?  44 1  will  tell  you,"  answer- 
ed he  44  A  little  before,  the 
priest  came  to  our  house,  and 
found  a  Bible  laying  on  the  table. 
Sending  one  of  the  children  for 
an  axe,  he  deliberately  hewed 
the  Bible  in  pieces,  and  ordered 
them  to  take  the  pieces  and  bury 
them  in  the  dunghill.  He  then 
directed  them  to  come  to  the 
chapel  the  next  Sabbath.  He 
had  got  the  floor  covered  with 
new  gravel,  and  he  commanded 
them  to  kneel  in  it  with  their 
bare  knees,  and  go  round  the 
chapel  fifteen  times,  till  their 
knees  streamed  with  blood. 
This,"  said  Henry,  "  was  the 
reason  of  my  being  so  much  a- 
fraid  to  read  the  Bible." — But  1 
am  glad  that  your  institution  is 
Reaching  children  without  fear  to 
read  the  Bible ;  and  it  will  I  trust 
be  the  power  of  God  to  their  sal- 
vation. I  am  glad  you  combine 
the  three  methods  of  instruction  ; 
— the  teaching  of  the  children  to 
read  ;  the  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ; — and  the  circulation  of 
Tracts.'* 
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Rev.  J.  Wilson,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Society's  Schools  ; — 
44  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen. I  know  not  whether  I 
shall  be  able  to  trust  my  feelings 
to  enter  on  the  subject,  which 
engages  my  attention  ;  but  if  God 
shall  enable  me  to  command 
them,  I  shall  be  able  to  say  some- 
thing- that  will  interest  the  meet- 
ing ;  not  because  I  say  it,  but  be- 
cause of  the  importance  of  ihe 
facts  themselves.  I  have  been 
highly  interested  since  my  arriv- 
al in  my  beloved  country  by  the 
Societies  which  have  this  week 
held  their  annual  meetings  ;  they 
began  very  properly  at  home, 
and  I  confess  when  I  heard  of  the 
operations  of  the  u  Home  Socie- 
ty,'' I  felt  at  home,  and  they  serv- 
ed to  expand  my  ideas  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  sending  the  gospel  to 
different  parts  of  the  world. — 
Previously  to  my  leaving  my  na- 
tive country,  four  years  since,  I 
attended  the  anniversaries  of  sev- 
eral Societies  for  several  years  ; 
and  though  I  have  ever  felt  much 
for  India,  I  have  felt  more  for  my 
native  country.  The  moral  mal- 
ady is  the  same,  and  the  disease 
of  sin  produces  similar  effects 
wherever  it  prevails.  It  pre- 
vails in  India,  but  perhaps  no 
where  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 
our  sister  island.  Allusion  has 
been  made  by  the  speakers  who 
have  preceded  me  to  the  dawn  of 
the  day  ;  it  is  the  dawn  of  the 
day  after  a  long  and  dreary  and 
dreadful  night  in  Ireland  ;  but 
though  it  is  but  the  dawn  of  day, 
the  eye  of  faith  can  discover  some 
gleams  of  the  rising  sun  on  the 
mountain  tops,  though  the  plain : 
and  valleys  are  yet  full  of  dark- 
ness, and  are  indeed  the  habita- 
tions of  cruelty.  The  demon  of 
discord  yet  holds  his  seat,  and  has 
his  fastnesses  in  that  unhappy 
country  in  one  respect ;  but  in 
others  I  call  it  that  happy  coun- 
try ;  because  there  the  founda- 
tion has  been  laid,  and  the  super- 


structure must  be  raised,  by 
which  Ireland  shall  be  led  to  re- 
joice in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only 
Saviour  of  mankind.  The  pic- 
ture drawn  in  the  report  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman  is  aw- 
fuliy  correct,  and  would  be  con- 
firmed by  every  individual  who  Iia9 
travelled  in  that  country.  nhere 
are  such  awful  and  degrading  su- 
perstitions as  are  calculated  to 
pierce  the  heart  of  every  one 
who  has  never  before  beheld 
such  scenes.  I  have  seen  those 
self-devoted  victims.  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  penances  which  they 
inflict  upon  themselves,  and  the 
pilgrimages  which  they  perform. 
I  have  seen  persons  going  from 
place  to  place  on  their  bare 
knees,  till  their  strength  has  been 
so  exhausted,  that  they  have 
gone  to  the  whiskej'-house  to  in- 
toxicate themselves,  in  order 
thereby  to  stupify  their  feelings  ; 
for  devout  as  they  appear  in 
these  services,  no  sooner  are 
they  ended,  than  you  wili  find  ma- 
ny of  them  intoxicated.  The  ser- 
vant of  a  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance vvas  sentenced  to  per- 
form penance,  not  for  sabbath- 
breaking,  not  for  stealing,  not  for 
murder,  but  for  attending  family 
prayer  ;  and  he  was  sentenced  to 
such  a  severe  penance,  as  to  be 
confined  to  his  bed  for  several 
days,  unable  to  attend  to  his  daily 
occupations.  I  went  to  one  of 
the  stations  where  they  were  as- 
sembled for  performing  penance. 
A  poor  woman  was  there  who 
had  come  to  do  penance.  A  friend 
of  mine  who  understood  the  Irish 
language,  was  with  me.  He 
went  to  the  woman  and  asked 
her  what  she  was  going  to  do. 
She  replied.  "  To  do  penance," 
adding  that  I  had  come  to  make 
game  of  her.  No,  said  my  friend, 
he  is  desirous  of  preventing  you 
from  performing  penance.  I  then 
approached  the  woman,  and  un- 
derstanding the  import  of  what 
she  said,  I  endeavoured  to  per- 
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suade  her  to  the  contrary. 
Bursting  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
she  said,  "  How  can  I  tell  ?  I  can- 
not rexad  the  scriptures  for  my- 
self ;  I  am  prohibited  from  doing 
so  ;  the  priest  tells  me  to  do  this ; 
the  minister  conies  and  tells  me 
not  to  do  it ;  how  can  1  tell  what 
to  do  ?"  On  another  occasion,  at 
Ball,  I  saw  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons who  were  greatly  distressed 
by  the  penances  which  they  had 
performed,  and  one  poor  woman 
in  particular,  who  being  rather 
corpulent,  and  having  been  com- 
pelled to  travel  over  the  gravel 
upon  her  knees,  had  lost  so  much 
blood,  and  was  so  exhausted,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  place  both  hands 
under  each  leg,  in  order  to  enable 
her  to  perform  the  penance  en- 
joined upon  her.  Such  are  some 
of  the  penances  to  which  they 
submit.  The  means  adopted  by 
this  Society  are  calculated  to 
prevent  these  miseries.  The 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  the  es- 
tablishing of  schools,  and  the 
reading  of  the  scriptures,  are  the 
means  by  which  we  endeavour 
to  accomplish  that  object ;  but  in 
all  an  immediate  reference  is  had 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  we  know 
who  has  said,  u  Thou  hast  mag- 
nified thy  word  above  all  thy 
name." 

I  beg  to  say  a  few  words 
respecting  those  interesting  per- 
sons so  often  mentioned  in  the  Re- 
port— I  mean,  the  Irish  readers. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  this  Society's  operations 
in  many  points  of  view.  These 
men  have  been  brought  up  in  the 
habits  and  manners  of  the  peasant- 
ry themselves ;  they  are  in  gen- 
eral converted  persons,  and  de- 
sirous themselves  of  acquiring  an 
increasing  knowledge  of  the  truth 
which  they  explain  to  their  fel- 
low-creatures. These  are  aux- 
iliaries who,  in  the  present  state 
of  Ireland,  form  an  important  part 
of  your  operations  ;  who,  by  read- 
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ing  the  scriptures  on  the  Sabbath- 
day  to  the  people,  prevent  them 
from  breaking  the  Sabbath.  Af- 
ter they  have  attended  in  the 
morning  at  a  place  of  worship, 
they  collect  a  number  of  them 
together,  and  read  the  scriptures 
to  them  on  the  Sabbath-evenings. 
When  the  reader  comes  to  such  a 
passage  as  this,  u  God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son.  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  on  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life  j"  the 
tears  are  seen  to  flow  down  the 
cheeks  of  those  to  whom  these 
glad  tidings  have  been  so  long 
unknown,  and  there  is  a  general 
exclamation  among  them,  "  We 
never  heard  this  before ;  our 
priest  never  told  us  of  this.  He 
tells  us  of  penances  or  pilgrim- 
ages,  to  take  away  our  sins:  but 
here  we  read  that  God  sent  his 
Son  to  do  it."  I  do  not  like  to 
specify  numbers  when  speaking 
of  the  effects  of  the  divine  influ- 
ence, but  there  have  been  sever- 
al persons  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
One  of  these  died  last  year ;  and 
there  have  been  four  persons  at 
least  within  my  own  knowledge 
who  have  died  in  the  faith  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  The  poor  man  being 
taken  ill  one  morning  last  year 
soon  after  breakfast,  began  to 
have  some  apprehensions  that  he 
should  not  live  long,  and  express- 
ed a  wish  to  see  one  of  the  read- 
ers of  the  Irish  Testament.  They 
went  into  the  field  together  ;  and 
he  told  the  reader  the  state  of  his 
mind.  The  reader  anxiously  in- 
quired for  further  particulars,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  the 
real  convictions  of  sin  ;  and  being 
convinced  that  they  were  so,  he 
directed  him  to  the  Lamb  of  God 
who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.  The  man  died  that  same 
day,  but  not  before  he  was  able 
to  say,  clasping  his  hands  togeth- 
er, "  I  bless  God,  I  die  in  peace.'- 
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If  there  had  been  no  other  proof 
of  the  benefit  of  these  exertions 
but  this,  it  would  I  think  prove 
that  they  have  not  been  in  vain. 
Another  pleasing*  circumstance  is 
the  effect  of  divine  truth  on  the 
minds  of  these  persons.  As  soon 
as  they  have  received  the  truth, 
they  are  like  the  woman  of  Sa- 
maria, who  said,  Come,  see  a  man 
toko  told  me  all  things  that  I  ever 
did :  Is  not  this  the  Christ  ?  or  like 
those  persons  mentioned  in  the 
close  of  the  first  of  John,  who, 
when  made  acquainted  with 
Christ,  were  desirous  of  bringing 
others  to  him.  This  spirit  con- 
siderably prevails  among  the 
members  of  the  established 
Church  ;  and  there  has  been  a 
g-reat  increase  of  pious  and  de- 
voted clergymen  in  it  within  a 
few  years,  and  the  most  strenu- 
ous efforts  are  making  by  them. 
I  saw  such  a  scene  in  Dublin  last 
April  as  I  never  saw  in  my  own 
country.  I  saw  half  as  many  peo- 
ple again  in  a  room  as  there  are 
in  this,  and  yet  thousands  could 
not  gain  admission,  and  many  no- 
ble persons  were  present ;  for 
there  are  many  of  that  description 
there,  devoted  to  the  service  of 
God,  as  well  as  here. 


BAPTIST  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Anniversary  of  this  So- 
ciety was  held  at  the  City  of  Lon- 
don Tavern  on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  19th  of  June,  1821,  Benjamin 
Shaw,  Esq.  in  the  chair. 

The  Report  stated  that  this 
Society  has  now  Eight  Missiona- 
ries, stationed  in  the  counties  of 
Derby,  Devon,  Hereford,  Ox- 
ford, Somerset,  Warwick,  and 
the  Scilly  Islands,  who  are  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  work,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. There  are  also  upwards 
of  Sixty  Ministers  and  occasional 


Preachers  of  the  Gospel,  who 
are  assisted  in  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  their  itinerant  labours 
in  the  villages.  Their  exertions 
aTe  carried  on  in  about  three 
hundred  stations,  situated  in 
Twenty-three  different  counties  in 
England,  and  Five  in  the  princi- 
pality of  Wales,  besides  those 
which  have  lately  been  establish- 
ed on  the  adjacent  Islands  of  Jer- 
sey, and  Scilly.  Connected  with 
these  stations  are  Seventy  Sunday 
Schools  for  Children,  and  Ten  for 
Adults,  containing  an  aggregate 
number  of  at  least  Four  Thou- 
sand Children. 

Rev  Dr.  Rippon.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  rise  not  to  detain  you,  or 
this  vast  assembly,  many  minutes. 
The  Report,  this  very  interesting 
Report,  is  before  you  ;  and  I  am 
persuaded  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  concerning  it, — that  it  is- 
a  report  of  very  great  impor- 
tance. You  are  by  the  motion  in 
my  hand  requested  to  receive  it  ; 
and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  one 
who  has  heard  it,  and  who  pos- 
sesses any  benevolence  towards 
mankind,  or  any  concern  for  their 
immortal  interest,  that  can  help 
receiving  it  But  what  we  feel- 
concerned  about  is,  that  it  should 
be  received  aright.  I  am  sure 
as  an  individual  I  shall  join  in  re- 
ceiving it  with  gratitude  to  my 
christian  brother  Edwards,  and 
others  who  have  been  associated 
with  him  in  helping  forward  this 
good  work  ;  for  gratitude  is  due 
to  our  brethren,  to  those  who 
have  held  up  their  hands,  and  to 
all  who  have  assisted  by  their 
contributions.  But  you  know 
whither  these  ideas  ought  to  con- 
duct our  minds.  They  ought  to 
excite  gratitude  to  that  great  Be- 
ing in  whose  presence  we  now 
are.  And  oh,  what  ambition 
should  inspire  our  hearts,  that 
each  of  us  may  be  able  to  add, 
"whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  serve." 
One  of  my  brethren,  a  beloved 
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friend  at  my  right  hand,  has  just 
said  to  me,  "  Sir,  if  you  begin  to 
speak,  you  know  so  much  of  mis- 
-sionary  business  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  you  will  hold  on 
(ill  midnight."  Now  I  shall  be 
very  far  from  doing  so,  though 
I  think  he  is  one  of  the  best  of  all 
the  prophets  that  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with.  It  is  true  I  feel  much 
for  this  cause  ;  for  I  happened  to 
be  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very 
first  that  engaged  in  the  work  of 
Home  Missions;  all  the  ground 
in  the  West  of  England  I  have 
gone  over  in  the  operation  of  vil- 
lage preaching,  and  I  could  detail 
some  circumstances  with  great 
pleasure;  but  I  forbear;  for  I 
am  to  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  and  I  wish  some  of  our 
junior  brethren  to  enter  on  this 
detail.  But  if  I  should  be  here 
at  a  quarter-past  eight  o'clock, 
and  there  should  be  no  speaker 
to  address  you,  I  will  entertain 
you  about  half  an  hour.  I  will 
therefore  now  only  move  that  the 
Report  be  received. 

Rev.  Dr.  Newman.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  are 
many  of  our  worthy  friends  from 
the  country  who  would  most 
readily  and  effectually  have  sec- 
oned  this  motion  ;  and  I  do  not 
know  how  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  do  it.  Indeed  I  cannot  think 
there  is  a  person  present  who 
would  not  second  the  motion  just 
made  ;  for  I  am  willing  to  think 
we  are  all  of  one  mind  and  of  one 
heart  respecting  the  great  object 
of  this  Society.  Certainly,  my 
christian  friends,  if  what  you  have 
now  heard  be  true  (and  there  can 
be  no  question  as  to  the  truth  of 
these  statements)  it  is  high  time 
we  had  more  Bibles,  more  Tracts, 
more  Schools,  more  Preachers, 
and  more  Societies;  or  at  least 
that  there  were  ampler  funds,  and 
that  greater  exertions  were  made 
to  support  them.    If  it  be  true, 


for  instance,  that  a  large  and  pop- 
ulous county  is  even  now,  as  it 
respects  the  greater  part  of  its 
population,  in  deplorable  dark- 
ness, it  is  high  time  that  we 
should  exert  ourselves,  and  see  if 
it  be  in  the  power  of  our  hand? 
to  promote  its  illumination 
There  is  no  doubt  very  much 
land  that  remains  to  be  possessed  ; 
and  if  all  the  facts  could  be 
brought  and  laid  before  us,  they 
would  unquestionably  be  appall- 
ing. If  we  knew  precisely  and 
accurately  the  state  of  our  coun- 
try at  this  moment,  it  would  fill  us 
with  fear  and  trembling.  But  we 
are  met  on  this  occasion  to  give 
thanks  to  God,  the  great  Father 
of  lights,  for  what  has  been  done 
already,  and  for  the  prospect  of 
what  will  be  done  in  years  to 
come.  I  was  thinking  recently 
of  the  great  benefits  this  country 
has  derived  during  the  last  three 
hundred  years  from  the  Reforma- 
tion. I  would  not  detain  you ; 
but  I  would  just  advert  to  this  cir- 
cumstance,  that  we  are  under 
great  obligations,  under  Divine 
Providence,  to  those  illustrious 
men  who  laboured  hard,  and  suf- 
fered for  a  long  course  of  years, 
and  that  we  are  now  entering  into 
their  labours.  If  I  might  name 
some  of  our  own  countrymen, 
whose  names  should  be  held  in 
everlasting  remembrance,  I  would 
name  a  Wickliffe,  a  Tyndale,  a 
Cranmer,  a  Latimer,  and  a  Knox. 
These  are  men,  to  be  in  alliance 
with  whom  in  any  way  must  be  a 
high  honour  indeed  ;  to  be  tread- 
ing in  their  steps,  and  imitating 
their  great  example.  They  la- 
boured., and  laboured  hard,  and 
suffered  much,  to  introduce  what 
we  now  enjoy.  Permit  me  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  city  of 
Cambridge  in  I52jj,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  Reforma- 
tion in  this  country.  There  was 
Latimer,  who  was  characterized 
by  his  plain,  rough,  blunt  manner, 
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joined  with  a  great  deal  of  fer- 
vour;    concerning  whom  Dr. 
Bates   observes,   that    a  rough 
piece  of  iron  red-hot  will  pierce 
deeper  into  a  piece  of  wood  than 
a  fine-polished  spike  that  is  cold. 
It  was  to  be  expected  that  Satan 
would  raise  great  opposition  to 
this  work  ;    accordingly  there 
•was  a  Dr.  Buckenham  of  the  or- 
der of  Black  Friars,  who  set  him- 
selfin  opposition  to  Latimer.  La- 
timer having  pleaded  most  stren- 
uously that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land  should  have  the  word  of 
God  in  their  own  language, — this 
Dr.  Buckenham  violently  oppos- 
ed, bringing  five  arguments  out 
of  the  scriptures,  and  four  out  of 
the  fathers,  to  show  the  impro- 
priety of  the  people  having  the 
scriptures   in  their   own  hands. 
We  have  not  all  these  arguments; 
Fox  has  not  preserved  them  ;  but 
I  can  give  you  a  specimen  of  them, 
if,  said  the  friar,  the  Bible  were 
printed    in    English,    the  most 
dreadful  consequences  would  en- 
sue.    If  a  ploughman  were  to 
read  such  words  as  these,  No  man 
lhat  putteth  his  hand  to  the  plough 
and  looketh  back  is  Jit  for  the  king- 
dom  of  heaven,  he  would  be  terri- 
fied ;  he  would  cast  his  plough 
under  the  hedge,  and  we  should 
all  be  ruined.     So  if  a  baker 
should  read,  A  little  leaven  leaven- 
eth  the  whole  lump,  he  would  leave 
out  the  leaven,  and  would  give  us 
very  bad  bread,  or  none  at  all, 
and  in  that  way  we  should  be  ru- 
ined.   Another  who  should  read, 
If  thine  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out, 
and  cast  it  from  thee,  would  pull 
out  his  eyes,  and  we  should  have 
a  nation  of  blind  beggars.  Lati- 
mer having  given  notice  that  he 
would  answer  the  friar,  the  great- 
est attention  was  excited  ;  all  the 
heads  of  houses,  and  the  most  re- 
putable inhabitants  of  Cambridge, 
were  assembled  ;  and  the  friar  sat 


facing  the  pulpit.  Latimer  con- 
tended that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land were  not  so  foolish  as  the 
friar  had  represented.  "  At  all 
events  (said  he)  let  the  experi- 
ment be  made  ;  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  bring  forward  this  ob- 
jection when  they  are  guilty  of 
such  egregious  blunders "  He 
pleaded,  however,  that  there  was 
no  danger  to  be  apprehended  ; 
that  the  figurative  language  of 
scripture  was  perfectly  intelligi- 
ble, and  that  such  figures  as  our 
Saviour  employed  were  common 
to  all  nations.  "  The  painters 
(said  he)  put  them  on  the  walls  of 
our  houses,  and  you  see  them  ev- 
ery where.  And  (continued  he, 
looking  towards  the  friar)  if  a 
painter  should  draw  a  fox  peep- 
ing out  of  a  friar's  cowl,  the  peo- 
ple of  England  would  not  sup- 
pose that  a  fox  was  actually 
meant;  they  would  know  that  the 
fox  was  only  intended  to  be  the  im- 
age of  the  friar,  a  symbol  of  the 
craftiness,  cruelty,  and  subtlety  of 
these  men,  who  must  be  opposed 
that  we  may  have  the  word  of 
God  in  plain  English.'"' — By  the 
force  of  these  arguments,  accom- 
panied as  they  were  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  so  strong  an  impression 
was  made  that  the  friar  never 
dared  to  look  at  Latimer  again. 
We  are  now  enjoying  the  blessing 
of  these  labours.  The  evils 
which  the  friar  prognosticated 
never  did,  and  never  will  occur. 
Let  the  people  have  the  Bible, 
(and  if  preachers  are  necessary  to 
explain  the  word  of  God,  let  them 
have  preachers  too,)  that  every 
man  in  his  own  language  may 
have  the  knowledge  of  that  man- 
ifestation of  mercy  to  which  we 
are  so  much  indebted.  But  I  for- 
get myself :  I  must  conclude,-by 
seconding  the  motion  which  Dr. 
Rippon  has  made. 

[Eng.  Mag. 


1821.] 


MISSIONARY  INTELLIGENCE. 


229 


AMERICAN  BAPTIST  MISSION. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  DR. 
STAUGHTON  TO  ONE  OF  THE  ED- 
ITORS. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  1,1821. 
My  dear  Brother, 

You  will  be  gratified  to  hear 
that  we  have  lately  sent  4  wag- 
gon loads  of  Missionaries  to  the 
Valley  Towns.  They  consist- 
ed of 

Rev.  Thomas  Roberts,  late  of  the 
Great  Valley,  with  wife  and 
family. 

Isaac  Cleaver,    blacksmith  and 

farmer,  with  wife  and  family. 
Evan  Jones,  teacher,  with  do. 
John  Farier,  farmer  and  weaver. 
Elizabeth  Jones,  } 
Mary  Lewis,  and  >  teachers. 
Ann  Cleaver,  ) 
The  children  that  accompany  are 

Samuel  Cleaver,  JE.  17,  farmer. 
Phineas  Cleaver,      15  do. 
John  Cleaver,  12 
Thomas  Roberts,  jun.  15,  has 

studied  medicine  considerably. 
John  Roberts,  1 1 

Elizabeth  Roberts,  1  3 
Catherine  Cleaver,  12 

Nine  others  are  under  the  age 
of  1 1 — in  all  25.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  for  piety,  industry, 
zeal,  &c  appear  to  be  precisely 
of  the  right  stamp. 

They  were  set  apart  to  their 
work  on  Thursday  evening  last — 
I  have  heard  of  their  passing 
through  Wilmington — They  left 
us  last  Friday  morning. 

A  brother  and  sister  of  the 
name  of  Clyde  set  out  to  assist 
brother  Mc  Coy,  4  weeks  ago. 

Yours,  &c.  W.  STAUGHTON. 


We  here  take  pleasure  in  informing 
our  readers  that  the  greatest  facility 
in  future  will  be  afforded  for  convey- 
ing garments  and  other  articles  to 
our  Baptist  Mission  stations  among 
the  Indians  Agreeably  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  k  frostoi  Baptist 
Association,"  notice  is   hereby  giv- 


en, that  Mr.  Jonathan  Carleton  of  Bos- 
ton is  appointed  an  Agent  to  receive 
and  forward  all  packages  of  clothing, 
&c  which  benevolent  societies  or  indi- 
viduals may  forward,  for  the  Western 
Mission  under  the  care  of  the  Baptist 
Board  of  the  General  Convention  for 
the  United  States ;  which  packages 
may  be  directed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Carleton,  No.  6,  Bray's  Wharf. 


HAMILTON  BAPTIST  MISSION  SOCIETY. 

We  ihink  our  readers  will  have  much 
pleasure  in  learning  the  exertions 
which  are  making  by  the.  abo\  e  So- 
ciety in  favour  of  the  Oneida  In- 
dians 

The  Oneida  Indians  appear 
highly  gratified  with  the  School, 
which  the  Hamilton  Mission  So- 
ciety has  established  in  their  na- 
tion, and  are  anxious  that  the  So- 
ciety should  do  something  to  aid 
them  in  the  knowledge  of  hus- 
bandry, and  mechanical  arts. 

The  nation  appointed  four  of 
their  number,  to  represent  them 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  the 
Hamilton  Baptist  Mission  Society, 
held  at  Nelson  in  May  last,  and 
make  known  their  requests  on 
this  subject 

They  requested  the  Board  to 
furnish  the  nation  with  a  good 
Farmer,  to  superintend  all  their 
agricultural  concerns,  and  in- 
struct their  young  men  how  to 
cultivate  the  soil.  That  he 
should  also  keep  a  boarding 
house  near  the  School,  to  accom- 
modate those  children  that  live 
remote.  They  asked  for  a  Car- 
penter, and  a  Blacksmith,  to  do 
their  work,  and  instruct  a  num- 
ber of  their  young  men  in  these 
useful  arts.  They  requested  that 
provision  might  be  m;tde,  for  the 
instruction  of  their  young  women, 
in  spinning,  weaving,  knitting, 
and  the  essential  branches  of 
housewifery.  "  They  were  tired 
of  following  deer — they  had  rath 
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er  raise  calves  and  sheep,  and 
live  like  white  people." 

The  Board  were  highly  grati- 
fied with  this  communication,  and 
agreed  to  meet  the  Nation,  in 
Council,  on  the  subject,  the  ^7th 
of  June,  at  the  Oneida  Castle. 
At  the  time  appointed  they  met 
the  chief  men  of  the  nation,  and 
held  a  conference  with  them  on 
the  subject ;  and  after  mature 
deliberation,  entered  into  the  fol- 
lowing agreement :  namely,  to 
furnish  the  nation  with  a  Carpen- 
ter, and  a  Blacksmith  to  do  their 
work,  on  condition  of  their  being 
paid  by  the  Indians  ;  that  each 
shall  take  two  Indian  apprentices, 
who  shall  be  fed  and  clothed  at 
the  expense  of  the  Mission  So- 
ciety;— that  the  Society  shall 
build  a  Blacksmith's  shop,  on  the 
Indians'  land,  which  shall  be  the 
property  of  the  Indian  appren- 
tices, on  condition  of  their  good 
behaviour,  when  they  shall  have 
acquired    the    trade.       It  was 


[Nov. 

thought  advisable  to  defer  at 
present,  any  arrangements  to 
procure  them  a  farmer. 

The  interview  was  interesting, 
and  grateful  to  the  feelings  of 
benevolence,  to  discover  ardent 
desires  in  these  sons  of  the  forest, 
to  forsake  their  savage  customs, 
and  to  be  led  into  the  light  and 
enjoyment  of  civilization.  At  the 
close  of  the  interview,  the  In- 
dians sung  a  hymn  in  their  own 
language  ;  after  which,  an  ad- 
dress was  made  to  the  throne  of 
grace. 

The  Board  then  visited  the  In- 
dian School,  which  they  found  in 
a  prosperous  state.  The  chil- 
dren have  made  good  proficiency 
in  learning  to  read,  write,  and 
spell  the  English  language.  A 
short  address  was  made  to  them, 
and  interpreted  by  one  of  their 
number;  they  appeared  solemn 
and  attentive.  The  opportunity 
was  closed  by  prayer. 

[  West.  Mag. 
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RUSSIA. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN 
VENNING,  ESQ.  TO  THE  REV.  DR. 
BALDWIN. 

St  Petersburg,  26/ h  July,  1821. 
Dr  Thomas  Baldwin,  Sir, 

My  esteemed  friend,  Capt. 
Stickney,  has  expressed  a  desire 
that  I  should  address  you  relative 
to  the  progress  that  is  taking 
place  in  this  country  for  the  pro- 
motion of  every  thing  that  is  good 
and  praiseworthy  ;  but  it  is  not 
possible  in  the  limits  of  this  sheet, 
to  hand  you  more  than  an  outline 
of  the  exertions  making  through- 
out the  Empire  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  pious  Monarch,  Alex- 
ander, for  the  circulation  of  the 
blessed  Scriptures,  translations  of 
■he  Word  of  God  into  the  various 


heathen  languages,  and  British 
missionaries  now  establishing  at 
Selinginsk,  others  at  Vrenburg, 
the  Caucasus,  Astrachan,  &c.  We 
have  now  here,  a  Mongolian 
Prince  assisting  in  the  translation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  into  his 
own  language  ;  he  has  destroyed 
his  idols,  and  now  rejoices  in  hav- 
ing found  the  pearl  of  great  price. 
,  We  have  also  here  a  Circassian 
Prince  educated  in  Scotland,  and 
on  the  point  of  his  departure  for 
his  native  land  as  a  missionary. — 
We  have  also  a  monthly  publica- 
tion circulated  by  the  Synod  for 
the  edification  of  the  country. 
Drs.  Paterson  and  Henderson  are 
now  visiting  the  interior  of  this 
immense  empire,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  Bible  Societies  ;  and 
intend  visiting  Persia,  to  distrib- 
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ule  among-  that  people  the  Word 
of  truth  in  their  own  language. — 
The  Petersburg  Bible  Society 
possess  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  41 
different  languages,  and  we  have 
otir  annual  meeting  in  a  few  days. 

\  Prison  Society  has  been 
icrmed  in  this  town,  since  which 
the  Scriptures  are  daily  read  to 
all  the  prisoners.  Capt.  Leach 
of  the  Maine  has  taken  in  charge 
for  the  Hon.  William  Gray,  some 
interesting  documents  and  prints 
concerning  the  founder  of  our 
prison  establishment,  who  was 
greatly  indebted  to  your  admira- 
ble Philadelphian  establishments. 

I  remain,  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  VENNING. 

fljr*  The  above  letter  receives  a  ve- 
ry interesting  and  ample  illustration 
in  a  statement  made  by  Drs  Hender- 
son and  Paterson  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

FROM    THE    REV.    DRS-  HENDERSON 
AND  PATERSON. 

St  Petersburg,  Sept.  29,  1819. 
We  now  sit  down  to  give  you 
some  account  of  our  annual  meet- 
ing, which  took  place  on  the  27th 
inst.  and  was  held,  as  usual,  in 
the  Tauridian  Palace.  The  large 
hall  in  which  we  formerly  met, 
having  been  found  far  too  small 
to  contain  the  friends  of  the  Bible 
Society,  arrangements  were  made 
for  holding  the  meeting  in  one 
twice,  if  not  thrice  as  large. 

The  committee  met  at  ten 
oYlock  to  transact  business,  which 
was  numerously  attended.  An  ac- 
count was  laid  before  them  of  the 
distribution  of  the  second  edition 
of  the  Russian  gospels,  consisting 
of  10,000  copies;  large  as  this 
edition  was,  some  of  the  commit- 
tees did  not  get  more  than  one 
third  of  what  they  had  required  ; 
and,  even  if  the  10,000  copies 
now  printing  were  all  ready,  they 
would  not  satisfy  the  demands. 
The  Mongolian  gospels  of  St. 


Matthew  and  St.  John  were  pre- 
sented, and  afforded  much  satis- 
faction. This  work  is  beautiful- 
ly printed,  with  a  bold  type,  and 
according  to  the  national  taste  of 
the  people  for  whom  it  is  design- 
ed. That  the  gospels  will  be 
thankfully  received  by  them,  we 
have  the  best  reason  to  believe. 
It  is  undertaken  at  their  own  re- 
quest, and  partly  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, and  is  translated  by  their 
own  countrymen  sent  hither  for 
this  express  purpose.  The  gos- 
pel of  St.  John  in  the  Calmuck 
was  also  laid  before  the  Commit- 
tee, which  afforded  not  less  pleas- 
ure. Having  long  ago  received 
St.  Matthew,  such  was  the  eager- 
ness of  the  people  to  know  what 
John  contained,  that  Mr.  Schmidt 
was  obliged  to  send  them  a  copy 
in  manuscript,  which  has  been 
read  by  them  with  the  deepest 
interest.  One  man  in  particular 
has  cast  his  Burchens  to  the  moles 
and  the  bats,  and  now  worships 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  true  Burchen- 
Others  are  following  his  exam- 
ple. Copies  in  both  these  lan- 
guages have  been  sent  to  Selin- 
ginsk  and  to  Sarepta.  The  com- 
mittee were  not  Jess  gratified 
by  a  copy  of  the  8th  and  9th  edi- 
tions of  the  Slavonian  Bible, 
printed  by  the  machines,  from 
which  there  was  a  clear  saving  to 
the  society  of  5,600  rubles  in  less 
than  seven  months. 

From  the  committee  room  we 
went  into  the  great  hall,  which 
was  nearly  full.  As  soon  as  the 
members  of  the  committee  had 
taken  their  seats,  a  choir  in  the 
lofty  gallery  struck  up  a  song  of 
praise  :  the  effect  was  grand. 
Our  excellent  president  then  de- 
livered a  speech,  which  was  lis- 
tened to  with  the  deepest  atten- 
tion, and  prepared  the  minds  of 
the  audience  for  the  intelligence 
about  to  be  communicated. 

Our  secretary,  Mr.  Papof,  then 
read  the  Report,  which,  to  say 
the  least,  was  not  inferior  in  in- 
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terest  to  any  of  our  former  re- 
ports. 

The  following  abstract  will  en- 
able yon  to  judge  for  yourself. 
In  the  course  of  the  preceding 
year  five  new  auxiliaries  have 
been  formed,  and  a  vast  number 
of  Bible  associations  ;  so  that  at 
present  there  are  no  fewer  aux- 
iliary societies  and  associations  in 
Russia  than  173.  Our  income 
was  389,890  rubles  ;  and  the  ex- 
penditure 361,008  rubles.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  society 
we  have  received  1,361,499  ru- 
bles; and  expended  1,244,362  ru- 
bles. We  have  printed  the 
Scriptures,  or  are  now  printing 
them,  in  the  following  14  lan- 
guages, in  which  they  had  form- 
erly been  printed,  viz.  Slavonian, 
German,  French,  Finnish,  Arme- 
nian, Georgian,  Polish,  Dorpat-Es- 
thonian,  Reval-Esthonian,  Lettish, 
Modern  Greek,  Moldavian,Tartar, 
Ancient  Greek.  New  translations 
of  the  Scriptures  have  been  print- 
ed, or  are  now  printing,  in  the 
following  12  languages  and  dia- 
lects, viz.  Samogitian,  Persian, 
Nogai  Tartar,  Calmuck,  Turk- 
ish Armenian,  Modern  Russ,  Or- 
enburg-'} artar,  Mongolian,  Kare- 
lian, Tschuwaschian,  Tschere- 
missian,  and  the  Tartar-Hebrew, 
spoken  in  the  interior  of  Asia. 
New  translations  are  now  going 
on  in  the  IViordwaschian,  Ostiak- 
ian,  Wogulian,  Samojedian,  Tun- 
gusian,  Tschapoginian,  and  a  dia- 
lect of  the  Tartar  spoken  in  Si- 
beria— seven  in  all.  This  makes 
the  number  of  languages,  in 
which  the  Scriptures  have  been 
published,  or  are  publishing  by 
the  Russian  Bible  Society  in  the 
short  space  of  six  years,  thirty- 
three. 

The  editions  published,  or  now 
in  the  press,  amount  to  79  ;  mak- 
ing 371,600  copies  of  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  Scriptures.  Last 
year  we  printed  77,000  copies, 
and  nearly  as  many  have  been 
printed  this  year  already,  beside 
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45000  which  are  in  the  press. 
We  have  also  ordered  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  distributed  them  in 
13  different  languages,  which 
makes,  in  all,  46  different  langua- 
ges and  dialects  in  which  the  so- 
ciety here  has  promoted  the  cir- 
culation and  translation  of  the 
word  of  God.  This  single  fact 
speaks  more  than  volumes  in  be- 
half of  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the 
Russian  Bible  Society.  It  marks, 
at  once,  the  extent  of  the  field 
which  it  has  to  cultivate  ;  and 
yet,  if  copies  were  ready  printed, 
and  extensively  circulated  in  ail 
these  languages,  a  great  part  of 
this  field  would  still  lie  waste. 

There  yet  remain  many  lan- 
guages in  Russia  of  which  we 
have  scarcely  thought,  and  the 
names  of  which  are  scarcely 
known.  But,  limited  as  its  means 
are,  the  Russian  Bible  Society 
does  not  confine  its  exertions  to 
the  extensive  empire  of  Russia, 
but  extends  them  to  all  the  sur- 
rounding nations.  It  afforded  no- 
small  gratification,  therefore,  to 
the  meeting,  to  be  informed  of 
Dr.  Henderson's  appointment  to 
assist  in  this  great  work  in  the 
south,  and  Dr.  Pinkerton's  jour- 
ney and  success  in  Greece  and 
Turkey.  It  is  impossible  to  de- 
scribe the  effect  this  statement 
had  on  the  minds  of  all  present. 
The  countenance  of  the  pious 
Metropolitan  Michael  glowed 
with  holy  jo}',  and  seemed  to  say. 
"  What  hath  the  Lord  wrought 
whiie  all  around  caught  the  sa- 
cred flame. 

We  had  an  individual  present 
of  almost  all  the  nations  and 
tribes  for  which  we  are  pre- 
paring the  Scriptures.  Oppo- 
site our  worthy  president  sat  a 
Georgian  prince,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  whom  stood  the  two  Buriat 
noblemen,  who  evidently  rejoic- 
ed in  hearing  that  the  same  sa- 
cred book  in  which  they  have 
found  the  pearl  of  great  price, 
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was  preparing  for  people  of  all 
nations  and  of  all  languages.  On 
either  hand  of  the  Prince  sat  the 
Metropolitans  of  the  Russian, 
Calholic,  Uniate,  and  Moldavian 
churches,  and  a  llussian  Arch- 
bishop, besides  a  number  of 
Priests  of  different  orders  and 
different  confessions.  On  the 
right  sat  a  group  of  Missionaries, 
whom  we  hope  soon  to  see  at 
their  different  stations,  preparing 
versions  of  the  Scriptures  in  va- 
rious languages,  aiding  in  their 
distribution,  and  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  Mahomedans  and  Heath- 
ens to  the  life-giving  truths  they 
contain.  It  was  peculiarly  grat- 
ifying to  observe  so  many  mi  ita- 
ry  men  of  the  highest  rank,  whose 
names  have  been  enrolled  in  the 
annals  of  warlike  fame,  rejoicing 
with  us  in  the  bloodless  conquests 
of  the  gospel  of  peace. 

[£ep.  Am.  Bib.  Soc. 

The  seventh  Annual  Report  of 
the  Executive  Committee  oj  the 
Mass,  Bap.  Education  Society. 

In  the  execution  of  their  of- 
ficial duty,  your  Committee  have 
given  a  heedful  attention  to  all 
the  applications  made  to  them  for 
assistance  within  the  last  year, 
and  applied  the  funds  entrusted 
to  their  disposal  in  aid  of  fifteen 
candidates  for  the  ministry.  The 
sources  from  whence  the  funds 
were  derived  will  be  perceived  by 
the  account  of  the  Treasurer. 
And  though  gratefully  sensible  of 
the  enlightened  and  well  directed 
charity  of  the  churches,  societies 
and  individuals  who  have  suppli- 
ed our  means,  we  feel  that  it  is  a 
just  source  of  lamentation  that 
the  efforts  have  been  no  more  ex- 
tensive and  equal.  The  accounts 
•f  the  current  year  exhibit  a  de- 
ficiency of  income  to  meet  the 
demands  made  upon  us  ;*  but  it 


is  easy  to  perceive  that  were  all 
the  members  of  the  churches  in 
this  Association  to  do  something 
towards  this  great  obj  ct  accord- 
ing to  the  ability  which  God  has 
given  them,  the  result  would  be 
an  ample  supply  of  means  tor  ex- 
isting calls.  Your  Committee,  in 
consideration  of  the  importance  of 
giving  to  men  whom  the  Lord 
has  called  to  preach  I  is  gospel  ev- 
ery aid  in  their  powtr,  have  re- 
solved not  to  withhold  assistance 
from  any  who  exhibit  the  neces- 
sary testimonials  and  qualifica- 
tions, on  account  ot  a  present  de- 
ficiency of  lunds,  but  place  them 
in  a  course  of  instruction,  and  re- 
ly upon  the  blessing  of  God  on 
their  exertions  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency. Hitherto,  christian  be- 
nevolence has  met  these  exigen- 
ces, and  our  engagements  have 
been  fulfilled.  But  before  any 
adequate  supply  of  ministerial  la- 
bour will  be  enjoyed,  much  more 
must  in  some  way  be  done.  The 
number  of  churches  in  our  exten- 
sive country  which  have  no  pas- 
tois  and  can  obtain  nouc,  is  ^.reat; 
and  beside  these,  there  is  an  im- 
mense population  in  our  southern 
and  western  States,  who  wait  to  be 
collected  together  and  organized 
by  some  preachers,  and  who 
would  gladly  receive  our  breth- 
ren, if  they  could  be  had.  To 
furnish  the  requisite  number,  our 
dependence  is  not  exclusively  or 
principally  on  education  Socie- 
ties. They  must  do  what  'hey 
call,  and  we  freely  announce  that 
we  are  ready  to  do  more  than  we 
are  now  doing,  provided  it  should 
please  God  to  send  to  us  the  prop- 
er subjects.  Besides  these,  we 
confidently  expect  every  pious 
parent  who  has  the  means,  will 
give  to  his  pious  sons  who  mayT 
be  called  to  the  ministry  every  lit- 
erary advantage,  wh.ch  will  serve 
to  increase  their  future  useful- 
ness.   But  our  high  dependance 


*  By  the  Treasurer's  statement,  it  appeared  that  the  expenses  of  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  income  about  30  dollars. 
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must  be  on  God.    It  is  morally 
certain  that  without  him  we  can 
do  nothing.    He  must  raise  up 
the  ra  n,  and  give  them  their 
physic*)  and  gracious  qualifica- 
tions, and  incline  their  hearts  to 
enter  into  the  work.  The  thought 
of  sending  forth  men  to  watch 
over,  feed  and  defend  his  flock 
whom  he  has  not  chosen,  is  utter- 
ly abhorrent.    And  when  we  look 
on  the  vastly  extensive  fields,  that 
every   where  invite  the  hand  of 
cultivation,  and  which  from  the 
absolute  want  of  labourers,  are 
uow  a  moral  waste,  it  is  question- 
able whether  we  have  been  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  the  duty 
of  perseveriugly  beseeching  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  to  send  forth 
more  labourers.    Such  entreaties 
have  in  time  past  been  preferred 
and  heard,  and  they  must  be  a- 
gain  repeated  and  answered,  if  the 
desert  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
fruitful   field.     Only  let  those 
v;ho  now  enjoy  all  the  advantages 
and  comforts  of  a  stated  ministry, 
and  are  accustomed  with  their 
children  to  hallow  the  Lord's  day, 
become  suitably  affected  with  the 
spiritual  privations  of  them  who 
hear  no  messages  from  the  truth 
of  God,  and  to  who  n  all  days  are 
alike  ;    only  let  them  geuerally 
combine  their  prayers  and  chari- 
ties together,  and  soon  mav  we 
ho'>e  that  thp  command  of  Christ 
will  be  fulfilled,  at  least  in  this 
country,  and  his  gospel  be  dis- 
pensed to  everv  creature. 

LUCIUS  BOLLES,  Sec. 

Amount  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Massachusetts  Baptist  Education  Soc- 
from  Nov  I,  1820,  to  Nov  1,  1821. 

1821. 

Feb.  27.  By  Dr.  Baldwiir,  a  legacy  of  Mrs.  Lydia 

Sparhawk  late  of  Boston,        -  500,00 
"    Interest  on  the  above,  2  months  5,00 
March  7.  "    Aux.  Bap.  Education  Soc.  of  Young 

Men  of  Boston,  by  E.  Parsons.Trea.  209.56 
April  IO.  "    Dr.  Baldwin,  interest  on  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man's legacy,  -  -  3»7S 
"    Female  friend  in  Exeter, by  F.  Ellis, 

pr.  Dr.  Baldwin,       -        -  10,00 
May  14- "    The  late  Mr.  Stephen  R.  Page,  donation, 10,00 
3r.  "    Lynn  Bap.  Ed.  Sot.  by  Mr  Nelson,  11,35 
Aug-   7."    Legacy  of  Rev.  James  Davis,  by  Dr. 

Daniel  Sawin,  Executor,     -  6 1, 00 

^ept.20.  "  Second  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  Boston,  102,1  S 
**  Third  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  Boston,  52,00 
"  Salem  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  62,00 
•  Haverhill  Bapt  Church  and  Soc.  collec.  7,00 
60  Cambridge  Rapt.  Church  and  Soc.  67,20 


Sept.  20.  By  Newton  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  5,0a 

"  Roxbury  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  9,00 

"  Rowley  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc,  collet.  6,16 

"  South  Reading  Bapt.  Ch  fit  sot.  do.  3,66 

**  Newburyport  Bapt.  Ch.  &  Soc.  do.  4,09 

"  Salem  Bapt.  Fern.  Ed  Soc.  60,00 

"  Fern  Ed  Soc.  Newton  and  vicinity,  27,OB 

"  Bapt  Fem.  Ed.  Soc.  Chelmsford,  6,2(5 

"  Female  .  ent  Soc .  Rowley,          -  5,00 

"  Marblehead  Fero.  Ed.  Soc.          -  £>,0O> 

"  Boston  Female  Education  Society,  70,CO 

"  Dunstable  Fem  Charitable  Society,  7,25 

"  Haverhill  Fem  Education  Society,  21,30 

"  Newburyport  Bapt.  Benevolent  Soc.  8,25 

"         do.      Fem  Bapt.  Benev.  Soc.  14,50 

"  Female  friend,  Newburyport,  1,00 

"  Beq  of  a  departed  Female  by  G.Keely,  !0,O* 

**  Benjamin  Kent,          -               .  5,0O 

"  Mission  Box  at  Columbian  Museum, 

by  Mrs.  Baldwin,                -       .  5,0© 

"  Salem  Juvenile  Education  Society,  11,73 

"  Unknown  donors,  rec.  at  the  Assoc.  0,3  * 
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DOMESTIC   AND    FOR     MISS.  SOC  OF 
PLYMOUTH    COUNTY  &  VICINITY. 

This  Society,  which  has  been  here- 
tofore denominated  u  The  United  So- 
ciety of  Plymouth  County  and  Vicini- 
ties (Mass.)  Auxiliary  to  the  Baptist 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  the  U- 
nited  States,  held  its  seventh  annual 
meeting-  in  the  Academy  in  Middle- 
borough,  on  Wednesday,  June  13th, 
1821,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M  In  order 
to  meet  the  different  views  of  the 
friends  of  Missions  among  us,  the 
Constitution  was  so  revised  and  a- 
mended  as  to  embrace  both  Domestic 
and  Foreign  Missions.  The  Consti- 
tution also  provides,  that  41  all  sub- 
scriptions, donations,  or  legacies  to  this 
Society,  specifically  designated  for  any 
benevolent  purpose,  shall  be  appropri- 
ated to  that  particular  object."  The 
management  of*  its  concerns  is  vested 
in  a  Board  of  Directors  consisting  of  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  five  Trustees. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen 
officers  of  the  Society  for  the  year  en- 
suing, viz. 

Elder  Samuel  Glover,  President. 

*'     Ebenezer  Briggs,  Vice  Pres. 

*l     Joseph  Torrey,  jr.  Secretary, 
Levi  Peirce,  Esq.  Treas 

The  Treasurer  has  received  the  following 
sums  during  the  lust  year 

From  the  4th  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  Middieboro'  25,50 


**  Fem.  Cent  Soc.  Middieboro* per  Mrs.  Peirce,  I  5»i 3 

"  Seven  Members,       do.            -         -  9,00 

"  Friends  in  Marshfield,             -        -  5,34 

"  Fem.  Friends,    do.         -  5,CO 

"  Fem.  Cent  Sot.  for  translations,  Marshfield,  13,87 

"  Bapt.  Church  and  Soc.  in  Hanover,      -  9>6l 

"  Fem.  Missionary  Soc.           do.           -  5,88 

"  Fem.  Missionary  Soc.  in  Kingston,       •  12,0(3 

"  An  Assoc.  of  young  Ladies,  do.          -  4,50 

"  Collection  at  the  morithly  prayer  meeting,  7,QO 

"  Baptist  Church  and  Sotiety,       -        -  5,94 

"  Bapt.  Soc.  in  Pembroke  and  Hanson,     -  2,46 

"  Fem.  Cent  Soc.          do.          -         -  22,54 

"  Several  friends  by  Dr.  Lovell,             -  7,00 

"  Baptist  Church  in  Taunton,       -        -  2,40 

"  Female  Cent  Society  in  Norton,          -  14,58 

"  Eld.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,           -        -  1,0© 

"  Collection  at  the  Annual  Meeting,      -  7,2c 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  Rl 

After  giving  up  myself  and  family 
in  prayer  to  God,  I  set  out  for  Lake 
Erie  on  the  24th  of  February,  1819, 
and  travelled  as  far  as  the  county  of 
Chatauque  in  the  State  of  New -York, 
preaching  occasionally  on  my  way 
thither.  I  commenced  my  missiona- 
ry labours  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Mass  Baptist  Missionary  Society  on 
the  first  of  April  From  that  time 
nothing  special  took  place  more  than 
a  desire  to  hear  the  *f  Word,"  till  Ju- 
ly, when  a  reformation  commenced  in 
the  town  of  Elicot,  where  the  Rev. 
Paul  Davis  was  preaching,  one  quar- 
ter of  the  time  ;  but  there  was  no 
church  there  of  any  denomination. 

Being  requested  to  preach  in  that 
place,  I  went  and  preached  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  Ezekiel 
iii.  18th  and  19th  verses  The  power 
cf  the  Lord  caused  sinners  to  bow, 
and  all  that  1  can  say,  is,  that  a  sense 
of  the  text  appeared  to  be  upon  us.  I 
preached  again  in  the  evening,  and 
also  the  next  morning  at  sunrise. 

On  the  30th  of  Yugust  following,  a 
Baptist  church  was  constituted  there, 
of  nine  members  ;  and  the  Lord  added 
lo  that  church,  so  that,  at  the  time 
when  I  left  that  place,  it  consisted  of 
twenty-eight  members.  As  I  jour- 
neyed, I  came  into  the  town  of  Port- 
land, where  there  was  no  Baptist 
church,  within  7  miles  eastward,  and 
20  miles  westward,  on  the  Ohio  road, 
upon  the  shore  of  lake  Erie.  Feeling 
much  impressed,  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people  in  this  place,  in  their  destitute 
circumstances,  I  called  at  a  house  to 
inquire  if  there  were  not  some  mem- 
bers of  Baptist  churches  in  their  vicin- 
ity. I  found  several  women  there,  on 
a  visit,  and  among  them  four  or  five 
Baptist  professors.  I  asked  them  how 
they  lived,  w  ithout  any  elm rch -privi- 
leges :  they  seemed  to  be  much  affect- 
ed. From  them  I  learned  that  there 
were  eleven  professors  in  the  place. 

After  obtaining  leave  of  the  family, 
I  appointed  a  meeting  there  on  the 
Sabbath  following,  and  at  that  time 
I  found  four  males  and  seven  females 
of  which  to  constitute  a  church  :  And 
I  dare  not  despise  the  day  of  small 
things  I  felt  in  some  measure  an  af- 
firmative answer  of  this  question  in 
the  scriptures,  "Can  God  furnish 
a  table  in  the  wilderness  r"  A  coun- 
cil  was  called,  and  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember a  church  w  as  constituted.  On 
the  same  day,  one  woman  came  for- 
ward and  wished  to  be  baptized  She 
gave  good  evidence  of  her  love  to 
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God,  and  we  went  into  the  woods,  to  a 
stream  of  water,  and  I  baptized  her  ; 
the  first  person  that  was  ever  baptiz- 
ed in  that  town.  At  that  time  I  could 
not  but  think  of  John's  *4  baptizing  in 
the  wilderness  "  A  reformation  soon 
commenced,  and  when  I  left  that  part 
of  the  country,  there  were  fifty-eight 
members  in  that  church. 

1  had  it  in  contemplation  to  return 
to  Vermont  in  October,  but  I  lamed 
my  horse  so,  that  he  was  unable  to 
perform  tne  journey  My  feelings  at 
this  time  were  acute  In  my  dis- 
tressed circumstances,  I  w  ent  to  May- 
ville,  where  there  appeared  to  be  a 
little  attention,  but  no  church  of  any 
denomination  I  engaged  to  preach 
with  them  four  Sabbaths.  In  the 
course  of  that  time  I  took  cold, 
which  caused  a  gathering  in  my 
head,  from  which,  I  suffered  much. 
On  the  26th  of  December,  I  baptized 
one  person  ;  on  the  next  day  one 
more,  and  then  went  to  Portland  to 
visit  the  little  church  there.  I  w  as 
here  confined  to  the  house,  for  four- 
teen days  in  which  time  I  preached 
12  Sermons,  to  this  dear  little  church  ; 
and  for  four  weeks  I  preached,  sitting 
in  my  chair 

I  then  returned  to  the  court-house 
in  Mayville  ;  the  reformation  continu- 
ed, and  on  the  6th  of  February,  1820, 
eleven  persons  came  forward  to  be 
baptized,  and  among  them,  one  entire 
household,  consisting  of  five  persons. 
Although  I  had  not,  for  six  weeks, 
been  able  to  sit  up  all  day,  yet,  the 
Lord  supported  me.  The  next  day 
a  council  was  called,  and  a  church 
constituted  of  21  members  ;  19  of 
whom,  had  been  recently  baptized, — 
4  on  that  same  day.  At  the  time  when 
I  left  that  place,  the  church  consisted 
of  28  members.  At  this  time,  I  began 
to  see,  that  God's  determinations  and 
mine  were  very  different. 

The  scarcity  of  money  determined 
me  to  take  in  grain,  at  the  current 
price,  as  a  donation  from  the  people  ; 
and  to  credit  the  same  to  the  Socie- 
ties, under  whose  patronage  I  was 
then  labouring,  which  I  did  to  the 
amount  of  i30  dollars.  This  fell  fifty 
per  cent  in  price,  before  I  could  dis- 
pose of  it.  Although  I  lost  much  in 
it,  it  was  in  a  good  cause. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  Missionary, 
stationed  in  one  of  these  counties, 
might  obtain  a  great  part  of  his  sup- 
port in  this  way,  if  his  family  were 
with  him,  to  consume  it,  otherwise, 
he  could  do  but  little  with  it. 


236 


RELIGfoUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


[Nor, 


The  county  of  Chatauque  contains 
eight  towns,  about  twelve  miles  square, 
and  twelve  Baptist  churches  There 
was  but  one  Meeting"  house  in  the 
County,  and  that  did  not,  perhaps, 
cost  more  than  four  or  five  hundred 
dollars.  I  was  never  on  a  more  ex- 
cellent field  for  Missionary  labours. 
If  proper  attention  were  paid  to  that 
region,  w  ith  a  blessing  from  God, 
churches  might  be  formed,  in  the  very 
centre  of  those  towns,  with  ease. 

O !  how  I  long  for  the  welfare  of 
the  little  churches,  in  the  western 
country  I  could  wish  to  spei.d  the 
rest  of  my  days,  in  preaching  among 
the  destitute  ;  but  the  v.  ill  of  the  Lord 
be  done 

That  the  Lord  would  send  the  Gos- 
pel to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  is  the 
desire  of  this  poor,  and  unprofitable 
servant, 

J.  WILSON. 


[The  following  was  addressed  to  one 
of  tlie  Editors  for  insertion  in  the 
Magazine  ] 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  NEWPORT,  N.H. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  the  annals  of  particular  churches 
are  frequently  read  with  interest  and 
satisfaction,  I  am  induced  to  present 
to  the  public  a  concise,  historical 
sketch  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
this  place. 

In  May,  1779,  a  small  number  of 
the  followers  of  Christ  were  embodied 
and  organized  into  a  church,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Rev.  Bial  Ledoyt, 
from  Connecticut,  and  Rev.  Job  Sea- 
mans,  from  At'leboro',  Mass.  and  re- 
cognized as  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Newport  and  Croydon.  It  was,  how- 
ever, soon  after  known  only  by  its  pres- 
ent name,  Newport  church  Nothing 
special  occurred  for  more  than  ten 
years  The  paucity  of  preachers  of 
their  own  denomination,  the  small 
number  of  members,  and  the  pressure 
of  the  times  forbade  their  enjoying 
the  stated  ministration  of  the  word 
and  gospel  ordinances. 

In  1791,  the  above  named  Elder 
Ledoyt  commenced  preaching  with 
them,'  and  on  the  12th  of  October,  the 
same  year,  was  installed  as  their  pas- 
tor. Elder  Seamans  preached  on  the 
occasion,  from  \cts  xx  20. 

In  1793,  the  Lord  poured  out  his 
Spirit,  and  much  refreshed  this  small 
and  drooping  vine.  During  this  year 
44  united  with  the  church,  a  great 


proportion  of  whom  have  since  gone 
to  41  the  land  of  silence  and  of  death." 
From  this  period  a  general  languor 
prevailed  throughout  the  town  and  vi- 
cinity, till  1803,  when  nine  came  up  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty,  and  were  baptized  on  a  pro- 
fession of  faith. 

In  1805,  their  worthy  pastor  request- 
ed a  dismission,  which,  after  consult- 
ing a  council  was  reluctantly  grant- 
ed He  removed  back  to  Woodstock, 
Conn  where  he  laboured  till  1814, 
when,  at  an  advanced  age,  he  was  call- 
ed from  the  vineyard,  that  he  might 
'*  eat  the  fruit  of  his  doings."  He  I  ad 
been  greatly  instrumental  in  the  up- 
building and  prosperity  of  this  church, 
from  its  formation  His  faithful 

preaching,  his  wise  instructions  hie 
salutary  counsels,  his  ardent  zeal,  his 
fervent  piety  and  exemplary  life,  will 
long  be  remembered  with  veneration 
and  gratitude.  Though  dead,  he  still 
speaketh. 

Soon  after  his  dismission,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Brown,  formerly  ot  Morris- 
town,  N  J.  was  engaged  to  preach  to 
the  people  For  a  considerable  time, 
he  gave  good  satisfaction.  His  la- 
bours were  attended  with  much  suc- 
cess In  1809  seven  were  baptized 
and  added  to  the  people  of  God. 
But  the  special  influences  of  the 
Spirit  were  more  powerful  in  1810, 
and  their  effects  more  abundantly  vis- 
ible. At  this  time  a  general  revival 
of  religion  prevailed  throughout  the 
town.  In  old  and  young  were  mani- 
fest the  wonderful  works  of  God. 
Sixty-six  were  baptized  and  united  to 
the  Baptist  church  In  the  year  fol- 
lowing, were  added  12  more.  The 
whole  number  was  now  188. 

A  woful  scene  of  darkness  and  stu- 
pidity succeeded  For  improprieties 
of  conduct,  the  Rev  Mr  Brown  was 
highly  censured,  and  soon  after  ceas- 
ed to  preach  in  the  place.  Thus  the 
church  was  left  without  a  leader,  in  a 
state  of  lamentation  and  sorrow,  and 
while  endeavouring  faithfully  to  main- 
tain the  discipline  of  the  gospel.  \\>a 
brethren  were  called  to  wade  through 
floods  of  trial  and  vexation. 

In  1815,  the  Rev  Elisha  Hutchin- 
son. A.  M.  formerly  a  Pedo  baptist 
minister  in  Pomfret,  Vt  was  invited 
to  remove  and  preach  to  this  church. 
He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  in  De- 
cember the  same  year  was  ordained 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  amongst 
the  Baptists  He  still  resides  in  this 
place,  a  worthy  member  of  the  church, 
emittent  for  piety  and  holy  zeal  ;  but 
by  reason  of  age  and  bodily  intirmi- 
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ties,  prevented  from  public  labours. 
Soon  we  expect  he  will  join  the  church 
triumphant 

In  1816,  grievous  wolves  entered  the 
flock,  and  commenced  their  ravages 
Dissensions  arose,  and,  sorrowful  to 
relate,  factions  were  created.  For 
more  than  two  years,  the  church  ex- 
hibited a  melancholy  picture.  By 
council  and  committee  every  means 
was  tried  to  bring  the  difficulty  to  a 
crisis,  but  all  in  vain  The  breach 
grew  wider,  till  <he  body  was  threat- 
ened with  speedy  dissolution  \t  this 
alarming  period  sympathizing  breth- 
ren made  intercession,  with  strong 
cries  and  tears  on  our  behalf,  and  in- 
quired, **  Is  there  none  who  can  rear 
the  broken  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and 
restoie  her  to  her  primitive  beaut}  ?" 
One  was  found,  (even  after  a  large 
part  of  the  members  had  withdrawn, 
and  engaged  a  heterodox  preacher) 
and  in  Sept.  1818,  a  Jew,  resolved  to 
make  one  more  vigorous  effort  to 
maintain  the  visibility  of  the  church, 
and  stand  fast  in  the  Lord  These 
agreed  to  renew  covenant,  and  cel- 
ebrate the  Lord's  supper.  They  now 
began  to  bring  their  tithes  into  the 
Storehouse,  and  the  Lord  verified  his 
promise.  The  day  following,  the  Rev. 
S.Ambrose,  of  Sutton,  N.  H.  whose 
pious,  active,  and  successful  labours 
in  this  place  will  not  soon  be  forgot- 
ten, passing  through  town,  was  invit- 
ed to  tarry  and  preach  on  the  Sabbath 
following,  and  administer  the  ordi- 
nance He  complied,  and  about  30 
of  the  members,  out  of  163,  the  whole 
number  belonging  to  the  church,  were 
partakers  at  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
It  was  a  precious  season  The  con- 
solations of  the  Holy  Spirit  were  in- 
fused into  each  heart,  and  the  voice 
of  the  Beloved  was  heard:  "  Rise  up, 
my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  come  away 
For.  lo.  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is 
over  and  gone  ;  the  fiovoers  appear  on 
the  earth,  the  time  of  the  singing  of 
birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle 
is  heard  in  our  land.  0  my  dove,  that 
art  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  se- 
cret places  of  the  stairs,  let  me  see  thy 
countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice  ;  for 
sweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance  is 
comely."  This  small  body  sent  a  letter 
and  messengers  to  the  Association,  by 
which  they  were  recognized  as  the 
church,  and  justified  in  their  proced- 
ure 

Nov.  8th.  Rev.  L.  Howard  of  Wind- 
sor, Vt  visited  the  church,  baptized  a 
young  man  recently  converted,  and  ad- 
ministered the  Lord's  supper,  The  au- 
dience was  solemn,  and  many  youths 


were  deeply  affected.  A  glorious  re- 
vival commenced,  and  in  less  than  60 
days,  pievaiied  through  the  whole 
town.  Mr  James  Parsons  from  Bos- 
ton, preached  with  us  some  months 
with  great  success  Afterwards  Mr. 
Bradbury  Clay,  from  Nottingham- 
est,  N.  H.  laboured  a  short  time. 
The  active  and  benevolent  labours  of 
Elder  Howard  will  long  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance.  He  baptized 
about  ninety  in  this  revival.  In  about 
ten  months  the  work  subsided,  bui  left 
evident  tokens  that  it  was  the  genuine 
effect  of  grace.  The  subjects  of  the 
work  universally  ascribed  both  their 
conviction  and  conversion  to  the  sov- 
ereign mercy  of  God,  through  the 
mediation  and  intercession  of  his  Son. 
All  consented  to  the  law  that  it  was 
good,  and  to  grace,  that  it  was  free. 
From  No-  8,^1818,  to  bept.  30,  18.9, 
110  united  with  the  Baptist  church,  all 
ot  which,  except  two  or  three,  contin- 
ue steadfast  in  the  faith,  and  abound- 
ing in  the  apost'es'  doctrine 

In  June,  18-0,  the  Lord  in  mercy- 
visited  our  Acjdemy  under  the  care  of 
Mr  W  Shed  of  Boston.  A  young 
student,  (who  had  frequently  boast- 
ed his  steadfastness  in  the  sentiment 
of  Universahsm,)  without  any  influ- 
ence but  the  teachings  of  the  Di- 
vine Spirit,  became  convinced  of  the 
destructive  tendency  of  that  doctrine, 
and  confessed  his  error  to  his  fellow 
students  and  others,  exhorting  them 
to  k'  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come." 
This  had  the  desired  effect  Many- 
were  convinced  of  sin  and  of  judg- 
ment. The  village,  which,  in  the 
preceding  revival  had  shared  but  little 
of  the  refreshing  shower,  now  exhibit- 
ed a  pleasing  spectacle.  And  here 
we  remark,  that  the  active  and  unre- 
mitting labours  of  our  Preceptor,  Mr. 
Shed,  were  not  a  littje  blest. 

Old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the 
rigid  moralist,  and  the  abandoned  prof- 
ligate, indiscriminately  shared  in  the 
forgiving  mercy  of  God  Since  the 
first  of  Jan.  1820,  about  30  hare  been 
added  to  the  Baptist  church.  Jn  June, 
1820,  the  church  and  society  were  in- 
corporated by  an  act  of  the  legislature . 
During  the  summer  past  they  have 
erected  a  house  of  worship,  64  feet 
by  44,  well  finished  with  an  elegant 
steeple  In  March  last  the  materials 
were  in  the  forest  ;  in  June  the  build- 
ing was  raised  without  accident.  The 
Rev.  Alva  Woods,  prayed  on  the  oc- 
casion. In  4  months  the,  edifice  was 
completed,  and  on  the  Uth  inst.  was 
solemnly  dedicated  to  God.  Rev.  J. 
Elliott  preached  the  dedicatory  ser- 
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mon  from  Haggai  ii.  9.  The  house 
was  crowded  in  every  part,  and  the 
audience  solemn  and  attentive  ;  while 
the  speaker  clearly  illustrated  and 
enforced  his  subject.  The  musick 
was  well  performed,  and  all  the  exer- 
cises conducted  with  propriety  and 
harmony. 

In  July  last  the  Rev.  Ira  Persons 
removed  to  this  place,  and  now  preach- 
es with  universal  acceptance,  to  an 
attentive  and  increasing  congregation. 
Unusual  concord  and  harmony  now 
prevail  in  the  church,  and  our  pros- 
pects appear  flattering.  Thus  the 
fiery  trials  through  which  the  church 
has  for  years  led  her  way,  have  finally 


wrought  out  for  her  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  gh  iy. 
By  these,  God  has  eventually  purified 
his  church,  extended  the  borders  of 
Zion's  realm,  shown  man  his  impo- 
tence and  weakness,  and  glorified  his 
holy  name  We  wait  with  pleasure 
the  rising  prospects  of  our  Redeemer's 
kingdom  We  rejoice  to  see  the  day 
star  arising  which  shall  soon  usher  in 
the  latter  day  glory,  when  papal  super- 
stition, pagan  idolatry,  and  Jew  ish  in- 
fidelity sh*ll  flee  like  mists  before  the 
noontide  effulgence  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness.  "  Prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  make  his  paths  straight." 

B.  STOW. 


Donations  to  the  Boston  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society. 


1820. 

Nov.  1 7-  From  Bowdoinham  Baptist  Association, 

by  Mr.  Calvin  Holton,       -  25,00 

29.    "    Rev.  Joseph  Grafton,            -  2,00 
**    Warren  (R.  I.)  Female  Mite  Society, 
by  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Childs,  for  the 
Baptist  Mission  to  the  American 

Indians,       -           -  10,00 
Dec.  10.    Collection  at  Dr  Baldwin's  Meeting  House 

when  Mr.  Gammell  preached,    -  55»lO 

13.  From  Dea.  Jacob  Hiler,  -  -  iO,CO 
j  82 1.       "    the  Baptist  Female  Mite  Society  in 

Jan.  4-             Dedham,  by  Miss  Betsey  Baker,  10,56 
20.   "    Rev.  Henry  Smith,  Treasurer  of  the 

Turk.  Association, Maine,       -  62,33 

Feb.  7.    "    James  Tolman,        ...  2,CO 

"    Mr.  White,  of  Mansfield,  Mass.  2,00 

16.     "    Silas  Downer,  Lebanon,  N.  H.     -  2,00 

March  20.  From  a  Friend  at  New  Ipswich,  -  4,00 
April  13.     "    2d  Church  in  Boston,  collection  at 

Vestry  for  Heathen  Youth,  2,IJ) 
May  2.  From  a  Friend  in  China,  Maine,  (Burrr.an 

Mission,)           -  2,00 

"    Rev.  Wm.  Gammell,      -         -  2,0O 

jq.    "    G.  L.  Freeman,            -         -  2,00 

"    A  H.  Quincy,     ...  l,CO 

41    Equality  Weston,          -          -  2,00 

"    Benjamin  True,            -         -  2,O0 

"    Nathaniel  R.  Cobb,         -         -  2,00 

"    Amos  Sumner,       -                 -  2, CO 

"    Dea.  Ward  Jackson,        -         -  5,00 

"    Atherton  T.  Penniman,            .  2,00 

"    Ichabod  Macomber,        -          -  2,00 

yi.  "    Dea.  Aaron  Hayden,  Eastport,    -  4,C0 
"    Female  Missicnary  Soc.  in  Canton  , 

by  F.Crane,      -  10,00 
"    Mission  Box  in  Vestry  of  the  Bap. 
Meeting  Ho.  in  Roxbury,  collected 

at  Prayer  Meet,  by  Mr  K.  Brooks,  9,00 

il.u   Mission  Box  in  Charlestown,      -  1,43 


June  7.  From  Female  Friend  in  Milton,  -  ,50 

"  S.  Beals,  Mission  Box,  Kingston,  1,82 
"    2  Mission  Boxes,  -         .  1,56 

"    Mission  Box  of  Mrs  Jordan,      ■  2,96 
"    Jeremiah  Stephens,  Eden,  Maine,  2,50 
**    Mount  Desert  Fem.  Mite  Society,  5,41 
21."    Nathan  Alden,  Esq.  Bridgewater,  3,00 
July  5.  From  Female  Mite  Society,  Salisbury,  5,80 
"    Female  Cent  Society,  Sutton,     -  1,55 
6.    **    Elisworth  and  Surry  Bap.  Female  Cent 

Society,         -  -         -  17,31 

12.  "  Bap.  Church,  &c.  in  Hallowell,  Maine,  8,45 
Aug.8.  "  Danville  Association,  by  Daniel  Mason,  1  o,CO 
Sept.  1    "    Fetn.  Cent  Soc.  of  the  1st  Bap.  Church 

in  Chelmsford,  -  .       I  1,00 

"    Lydia  Bourne,  Milton,  .  ,50 

3.    "  Rev.  Silas  Stearns,  Miss,  box,  at  Bath,  20,CO 
20.    "    The  Attleborough  Fem.  Mite  Society, 

by  Mrs  M.  A.  Cheever,  -  15,17 

27.    "    Fem.  Miss.  Soc.  Shapleigh,  8,00- 
"  do. 


do.  do.  Sandford,  1 2,00  /  o 
Assis.  do.  Kennebunk,  9,26  >  n  n, 
Mite  Soc.  in  Lyman,  3,98  \  ST  •* 

rfc  A*sru    Pnnfr.  i /\  " 


„  J  49,14 

do. 

York  Assoc.  Contri.  16,00" 
"    Eden  Bap.  Cent  Soc.  for  Missionary 

purposes,         -          .         .  7,00 

"  Native  of  Scotland,  by  Mr.  Sharp,  12,00 
Oct.  22.  "    Lynn  Bap.  Church  and  Soc.  collection 

for  Educating  Heathen  Children,  8,20 

"  Nottingham  West,  -  .  i,co 
"    Mrs.  Train's  Mission  Box,  to  be  sent 

to  Mr.  Judson,  Rangoon,          .  5,00 
"    Mrs.  Asenath  Goodnow,  for  the  West- 
ern Mission,        .                   .  I, CO 
"    the  Mission  Box,  at  the  Vestry  of  Bap. 

tist  Meeting  House,  Roxbury,    -  8,00 

"    Simeon  K.  White,  Mansfield,       -  I.CO 

28.  "    Col.  at  Dr.  Baldwin's  Meeting-House  53,84 

JAMES  L0RING,  Treat.  489,92 


Died  on  the  22d  of  Aug 


advanced  age,  in  New-Castle  county, 
State  of  Delaware,  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Bishop,  of  East  Chester,  New -York. 
Mr.  Bishop  was  a  man  of  colour,  be- 
longing to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for 
mairy  years  a  very  popular  preacher 
both  in  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
societies,  remarkable  for  his  Christian 
pi'.-ty,  regular  conduct,  and  soundness 
jn  the  faith.    During  his  short  and 


REV.  J\COB  BISHOP. 

821,  in  an  painful  illness  he  ^manifested  becoming 
resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
died  triumphing  in  the  cross  of 
Christ,  in  whom,  to  his  last  mo- 
ments, was  all  his  confidence,  all  his 
joy!  His  remains  were  respectfully 
attended  to,  and  interred  in  ihe  Bap- 
tist burying  ground  at  Welsh-Tract, 
on  which  occasion  an  appropriate  and 
solemn  discourse  was  delivered  hy 
the  minister  of  that  congregation, 


1821.1 


ORDINATIONS,  &C. 
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DR.  J  VMES  W\TT. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Charles  Stuart,  dated  Edinburgh,  March  12,1821. 

'*  Dr.  James  Watt,  physician  in 
Glasgow,  and  one  of  the  pustors  of  a 


Baptist  church  there  for  many  years, 
died  last  week,  leaving-  a  widow  and 
one  child  wholly  unprovided  for  Ill- 
health  and  great  modesty  disqualified 
Dr  Watt  from  obtaining  much  prac- 
tice, though  no  man  possessed  more 
information,  or  better  abilities  for  it. 
His  talents  as  a  public  teacher,  and  his 
constant  and  self  denying  labours  as 
such,  were  as  highly  esteemed  by  the 
church,  and  by  others  with  whom  ke 
^as  not  in  fellowship,  in  and  out  of  the 
established  church,  as  his  character 
and  temper  were  by  the  world  at  large. 
His  life  has  been  one  scene  of  disin- 


terestedness, humility,  and  christian 
conduct.  The  church  did  all  they 
could  for  him,  and  would  endeavour 
to  assist  his  widow,  but  are  unable, 
such  are  the  difficulties  and  losses 
they  have  sustained  by  the  state  of 
commerce,  and  by  want  of  employ- 
ment 

"  I  think  there  are  more  notices 
than  one  of  Dr  Watt  in  the  life  of 
Mr  Fuller.  There  should  have  been 
many  ;  for  to  my  certain  knowledge 
he  was  a  man  whom  Mr.  Fuller  high- 
ly esteemed,  and  whose  publications 
have  very  extensively  promoted  divine 
truth  on  many  subjects  besides  Bap- 
tism." f  Eng.  Mag, 


®rt>matton0. 


Aug  12, 1821,  Rev.  Jos.  Maylin  (for- 
merly a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Calcutta,  India)  was  set  apart  to 
the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  at 
Mount  HolK,  N  j.  \  sermon  was 
delivered  on  the  occasion  by  Rev 
J<mes  E.  Welch,  from  Matt,  xxviii. 
18,  19  The  usual  questions  were 
proposed  to  the  candidate  by  Rev. 
William  Rogers  of  New  Mills  ;  or- 


daining prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kenard  ; 
and  the  charge,  and  right  hand  of  fel- 
lowship, by  the  brother  who  proposed 
the  questions  The  services  were  sol- 
emn and  interesting  ;  and  it  is  devout- 
ly hoped  that  this  newly  inducted  min- 
ister, who  was  brought  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth,  in  Asia,  may  in  A- 
merica  proclaim  the  tidings  of  sal- 
vation with  abundant  success. 


On  Lord's  day  evening,  ?8,  tilt.  Rev 
Alva  Woods,  late  of  the  Theological 
Institution  at  Andover,  and  Professor- 
elect  in  the  ^  Columbian  College,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,'*  was  or- 
dained to  the  work  of  the  gospel  min- 
istry. 

The  services  commenced  at  six 
o'clock,  by  an  excellent  anthem,  read 
by  the  Rev.  L  Bolles,  and  performed 
by  the  choir,  in  a  very  handsome  style. 
The  throne  of  grace  was  then  address- 
ed by  Rev  Mr  Collier.  Rev  Leon- 
ard Woods,  D.  D.  Professor  of  Chris- 
tian theology  at  Andover,  uncle  of  the 
candidate,  delivered  a  very  interesting 
sermon,  founded  on  1  Cor  xii. 

In  this  discourse  the  danger- 
ous influence  of  pride,  ambition, 
and  envy,  especially  in  the  ministers 
of  Christ,  was  strikingly  exhibited  ; 
and  the  importance  of  acting  under 
the  influence  of  that  meek  and  lowly 
temper  inculcated  by  the  gospel,  was 
happily  illustrated  But  we  pretend 
not  to  give  an  analysis  of  this  excel- 
lent sermon,  as  we  hope  the  public 
will  soon  be  gratified  in  reading  it 
from  the  press.  The  ordaining 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  R<v  Abel 
Woods,   father  of  the  candidate, 


and  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
Granville,  NY  A  spirit  of  ardent 
piety,  of  strong  paternal  affection  and 
solicitude,  breathed  in  every  sentence 
of  this  devout  effusion,  which  was  ac- 
companied by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  the  Eldership. 

The  charge  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Dr  Baldwin  In  doing  which,  he 
delivered  a  Bible  to  the  Candidate, 
and  solemnly  charged  him  to  take 
that  as  the  standard  of  his  life  and  doc- 
trine. 

The  fellowship  of  the  Council  was 
happily  expressed,  and  the  right  hand 
affectionately  tendered  by  Rev.  Fran- 
cis Wayland.  Concluding  prayer  by 
Rev.  Elisha  Williams 

These  services  were  performed  in 
the  Meeting  house  of  the  Second  Bap- 
tist church  in  Boston,  of  which  the 
candidate  was  a  member,  and  by 
whom  he  had  been  approbated  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  The  audience 
was  numeroBS  and  respectable  ;  and 
notwithstanding  many  were  obliged  to 
stand  in  the  aisles  during  the  whole 
service,  they  evinced  their  gratifica- 
tion, by  their  silent,  solemn  attention. 
A  collection  was  taken  in  the  close^ 
in  aid  of  the  Burman  Mission. 
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POETRY  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


LINES  WRITTEN  IN  A  GRAVE  VARD,  BT  HERBERT  KNOWLES* 

WHO   DIED   FEB    17th,   1817,   AGED  19  YEARS. 

Matt.  xvii.  4     It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here. 

1  Methinks  it  is  good  to  be  here  ; 

It"  thou  wilt,  let  us  build — but  for  whom  ? 
Nor  Elias  nor  Moses  appear, 

But  the  shadows  of  eve,  that  encompass  the  gloom, 
The  abode  of  the  dead,  and  the  place  of  the  tomb. 

2  Shall  we  build  to  ambition  ?   Oh  no, 
Affrighted  he  shrinketh  away  ; 

For  see,  they  would  pin  him  below, 

To  a  small  narrow  cave,  and  begirt  with  cold  clay, 

To  the  meanest  of  reptiles  a  peer  and  a  prey. 

3  To  beauty  ?    Ah  no  !    she  forgets 
The  charms  which  she  wielded  before, 
Nor  knows  the  foul  worm,  that  he  frets 

The  skin,  that  but  yesterday,  fools  could  adore, 

For  the  smoothness  it  held,  or  the  tints  that  it  wore. 

4  Shall  we  build  to  the  purple  of  pride, 
The  trappings  that  dizen  the  proud  ? 
Alas  !    they  are  all  laid  aside. 

And  here's  neither  dress  nor  adornment  allow'd, 

But  the  long  winding  sheet  and  the  fringe  of  Uie  shroud. 

5  To  riches  ?    Alas  !    'tis  in  vain, 

Who  hid,  in  their  turns,  have  been  hid, 

The  treasures  are  squandered  again, 

And  here  in  the  grave  are  all  metals  forbid 

But  the  tinsel  that  shone  on  the  dark  coffin  lid. 

6  To  the  pleasures  that  mirth  can  afford, 
The  revel,  the  laugh  and  the  jeer  ? 
Ah,  here  is  a  plentiful  board, 

But  the  guests  are  all  mute  as  their  pitiful  cheer, 
And  none  but  the  worm  is  a  reveller  here. 

7  Shall  we  build  to  affection  and  love  ? 
Ah  no  !  they  have  withered  and  died, 
Or  fled  with  the  spirit  above, 

Friends,  brothers  and  sisters  are  laid  side  by  side, 
Yet  none  have  saluted   and  none  have  replied. 

8  Unto  sorrow  ?  The  dead  cannot  grieve, 
Not  a  sigh  nor  a  groan  meets  thine  ear, 
Which  compassion  itself  could  relieve, 

Ah,  sweetly  thev  slumber,  nor  hope,  love,  nor  fear  j 
Peace,  peace  is  the  watchword,  the  only  one  here. 

9  Unto  Death,  to  whom  monarchs  must  bow  ? 
Ah  no  !   for  his  empire  is  known, 

And  here  there  are  trophies  enow, 
Beneath  the  cold  dead,  and  around  the  dark  stone, 
Are  the  signs  of  a  sceptre  which  none  may  disown. 
10  The  first  tabernacle  to  hope  we  will  build, 
And  look  for  the  sleepers  around  us  to  rise  ; 
The  second  to  faith,  which  insures  it  fulfill'd  ; 
And  the  third  to  the  Lamb  of  the  great  sacrifice, 
Who  bequeath'd  us  them  both  when  he  rose  to  the  skies. 


TO  CORRESPONDS  VTo. 
We  have  received  another  favour  from  our  highly  respected  friend  Theophl- 
lus.  We  regret  that  the  insertion  of  <I>  instead  of  ©  in  his  signature,  escaped 
our  notice  till  several  copies  of  this  No,  had  been  printed, 
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